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Joe Bacak (right) of South Melbourne scores a penalty kick to give his team victory, during 
the Round 9 NSL game against Adelaide City Force, at the Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne. 


‘National team players celebrating thelr bronze medal showing at the Confederations Cup in 
Korea, which turned out to be Australia's best international moment in 2001, 


Scott Chipperfield (left) formerly of the Wollongong Wolves and Paul Trimboli captain of 
the South Melbourne with the NSL Trophy atop the Rialto Building, Melbourne, during 
the NSL Press Conference to promote their semi final match last season which was 
af played at the Bob Jane Stadium. 
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HE Year 2001, 
unquestionably will 
go down on record as 
one of Australian Soccer’s 
worst ever Chapters, both 
on, as well as off the pitch. 
To date we've witnessed a 
yery poor standard in the 
NSL, yet another failure in 
a World Cup bid, a financial 
disaster at National level, 
plus unprecedented political 
turmoil, not to mention 
almost total mismanage- 
ment, within the Board 
Room at Soccer Australia. 
Earlier this month Soccer 
Australia reluctantly was 
forced to publicly confess it 


Mich D’Avray: The 
Perth Glory’s amicable 
coach. 


was in severe financial dire 
straits. Its set of Accounts 
reflected that the national 
body had produced more Red 
than the Barossa Valley. In 
fairness, the current Board of 
Commissioners, was not 
responsible for generating the 
crippling debts professed to 
have spiralled to $2,5 million 
plus. 
* Previous total mismanage~ 
ment failed to embrace a 
form of economic responsi- 
bility or sanity.*With almost 
zero accountability in the 
past, bolstered by an utter and 
continual extravagant life- 
style that had became embed- 
ded within the corridors at 
Soccer Australia, was in fact 
spawned as far back as 1995. 
Expensive, totally unaf- 
fordable overseas trips, (many 
needless), for all our national 
squads, were ill-planned with 
no economic discipline dis- 
played. 


Continued on page 3 


Daniel Vasilevski (7) of the Melbourne Knights takes a corner during the Round 5 NSL 
match against South Melbourne played at the Colonial Stadium, Mefbourne, This is the 
first time an NSL match was played under a closed roof. 


Damian Mori of Perth Glory who having scored 10 goals this season has stretched his 


overall tally in the NSL to an All time Record of 177 goals. 
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No revolt here, Fallon insists 


uckland-based Football 
As Coach Kevin Fallon 

last week denied reports of 
a player revolt against his tough 
training and management style. 

This folowed revelations earlier in 
the week by midfielder Mark Burton 
that the club was “no big happy fam- 
ily” and that internal problems must 
be dealt with so the team can move 
forward. 

The player’s views come just two 
weeks after respected ex-Kiwi inter- 
national and national icon Wynton 
Rufer quit the club and announced his 
retirement from the sport following a 
difference of opinion with Fallon. 

Also, amidst other revelations that 
team-mates at the club were consider- 
ing a revolt, Burton said he hoped 
things had settled down over the 
Christmas break and that a solution 
would be found when the team 
Tegrouped tomorrow, 

“It has to be resolved intemally 
because we have a responsibility to 
the club to keep it internal. It’s not 
doing the club any good,” Burton 
said. 

“It’s tough for players. Some, I’m 
sure, would like to shoot from the hip. 

“But I think at the same time you 
have to be careful because you do 
have a responsibility [to the club]. 


occeroo John Aloisi’s Spanish 
S club Osasuna reportedly forged 

signatures on a bank guarantee 
to hasten the signing of the striker 
from English first division club, 
Coventry City last July. 

The Spanish club has already paid 
$850,000 of the $A3million fee, but 
the club’s chairman Javier Miranda 
refused to deny that an Osasuna offi- 
cial signed a promissory note from a 
bank, which Coventry accepted for 
the 25-year-old striker. 

The club boss however denied that 
anyone made any money out of the 
transaction. The outstanding money 
is still “guaranteed” by the fraudulent 
promissory notes. 

Miranda’s claimed that the signa- 
tures, were supposed to have been of 
the director-general of the bank, but it 
now appears that they were of an 
Osasuna employee, and were forged 
in order to speed up the transfer 
process, 

Aloisi, also an ex-player of 
Portsmouth in the English second 
division and Italian Serie B club 
Cremonese, became Osasuna’s most- 
expensive signing when they-agreed a 


—_, 


John Aloisi 


Coventry, with the rest “guaranteed” 
by the now fraudulent promissory 


fee of around $A3million. So far, notes. 
only A$lm has been paid to 
EMBER 31, 2001 


occer Australia last week 
ordered the Melbourne 
Knights to submit a 

report explaining why a 

second set of jerseys / 

were not taken to — 

‘Sydney for the 

Round 12 clash 

against Northern 

Spirit, which is in A 

direct contraven- 

tion of NSL rules, 

The soccet-governing body will 
wait to receive the report before 


| making a decision on whether to 


punish the club or not in the New 
Year. ae 
| The Knights will know their 
fate early in January, 2002 


Kevin Fallon 


“There are issues to be resolved, 
but they have to be done internally.” 

Burton said he was “speechless” 
after the Round 12, 3-0 thrashing by 
fellow another perenially-weak side, 
Adelaide. The result cut the Kingz 
firmly away from the erst of the 12 
teams in the NSL as it came on the 
same weekend when struggling, 
Wollongong Wolves shocked South 
Melbourne 3-1 in Melbourne. 

“But I’ve been in situations like 
this before in Germany and other 
clubs, and you have to put things into 
perspective. No one is losing a life, 
but at the same time it is pretty rough 
going.” 


game to start 30 minutes later than 
scheduled as players’ numbers 
were hurriedly sewn onto the 
visitors’ shirts — whic! 
later emerged to 
training kits, So 
Australia is yet 


Coveny’s Possible Comeback 


Against Marconi 


By John Economos 


\ JAUGHAN COVENY, 
South Melbourne's tena- 
cious World Cup striker, 

could be making his much- 

awaited comeback this Saturday 
night at the Marconi Stadium. 

South Melbourne's captain and 
industrious midfielder, Steve 
Panopoulos, stated yesterday, 
(Monday), immediately after 
training: 

“Vaughan has been out of 
action with a broken foot that he's 
had placed in plaster for three 
months, However he’s been back 
at training the past almost three 
weeks and looks good, 
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Vaughan Coveny: South 
Melbourne's Kiwi World 
Cup striker, 


“We also have Mehmet 
Durakovie in doubt with a slight 
hamstring injury.” 

Coveny’s possible return to 
action has been eagerly awaited by 
South who still have Paul Trimboli 
injured. 

Panopoulos added: “With Paul, 
(Trimboli), out for so long with a 
serious injury to his posterior eru- 
ciate ligament, we need Vaughan 


Steve Panopoulos: South’s 
captain with his Brasilian 
fiance, Andrea. 

back badly. 

“We need fire-power upfront to 
score goals as this match against 
Marconi on Saturday night is a 
‘do-or-die’ situation for us really,” 
ended the South Melbourne skip- 


per. 

Panopoulos on Sunday week 
marries his beautiful Brasilian 
fiancee, Andrea (see pic), 

Marconi is coming off a 2-0 
away loss to the Brisbane Strikers 
before Christmas whilst South 
Melbourne also went down to 
Wollongong Wolves 1-3 at the 
Bob Jane Stadium in a replay of 
ast season’s Grand Final. 

After 12 Rounds Marconi with 
four wins plus three draws have 15 
League points to be sitting in 
joint-seventh position on the 
League Ladder, 

Last season’s Minor League 
Champions South, after struggling 
at the beginning of the season 
have racked up just two wins with 
three draws to eam nine League 
points and be third last on the 
League Ladder, 


(From front page) 


Asabonus, we again failed to 
make it to our second only, 
World Cup Finals, despite mas- 
sive, meaningless and misguid- 
ed victories against ‘Coconut’ 
nations in the lead-up Qualifiers, 

In a nutshell, our Soccer in 
2001 became the laughing stock 
in Australian Sport. And they're 
still laughing at us 

Let's move on. 

n the volatile area of the 

ISL coaching fraternity, at 
the halfway mark, only one 
season-starting coach is no 
longer with his Club. 

Former Australian interna- 
tional midfielder Mickey 
Petersen, as a rookie coach in 
the NSL last season, easily won 
the Minor League 
Championship with South 
Melbourne. However Mickey 
*P’ surprised one and all by 
starting this year with the Kingz, 

Following a turbulent and 
somewhat horrendous start with 
the Kingz, Petersen, and despite 
having the full backing of the 
Kiwi Board, resigned from his 
post. 

lhe NSL’s Top Goalscorer 

from the Perth Glory, 
dynamic striker Damian Mori, 
will surely set a lofty scoring 
record that will be hard, (if at 
all ever), to break, 

Prior to the season kicking 
off, Mori had already climbed to 
the top of the All-Time Scoring 
ist with a personal tally of 167 
goals in the NSL, This was a 
massive 30 goals more than sec- 
ond placed, now retired, Rod 
Brown, with former Australian 


World Cup captain John 
Kosmina in third spot with a 
tally of 133. 


At the halfway mark of the 
current League, Mori yet again 
is leading the goalscoring charts 


having scored another 10 this 
season, stretching his overall 
tally in the All-Time NSL 
Scoring List to a colossal 177 
goals. 

And would you believe-that 
the marauding Mori commenced 
his career in the NSL as a full- 
back with Sunshine George 
Cross?? 

n his first season as Head 

coach in the NSL, the Perth 
Glory’s boyish-looking man- 
ager Mich D'Avray, already 
has his run-away-League- 
leaders well positioned to win 
the Minor Championship, 

At the start of the season, this 
amicable and former Ipswich 
Town player, took over the 
coaching reins of the popular 
German, Bernd Stange. 

A hard act to follow, but ney- 
ertheless to date, D’Avray and 
his experienced and trusted 


assistant Alan Vest, have 
excelled in their task, 
ast season’s Grand 
(Finalists, South 


Melbourne and Wollongong, 
have plunged to near bottom 
of the League. 

Who would have believed 
this last October? 

the Players’ Union is rock- 
ting players’ wages 
whilst the clubs have diving 
gates. 

With such a formula at the 
base of the NSL, the vast major- 
ity of Clubs, (I), have set them- 
selves on a definite course to 
bankruptcy. 

nm our second and most 

important World Cup qual- 
ifier last month against 
Uruguay, Australia yet again 
crashed in the final hurdle. 

- The  Unuguayans in 
Montevideo taught Australia a 
bitter, but belated lesson that we 
are still far from being good 
‘enough, (both on, as well as off, 


the pitch), fo qualify for another 
World Cup Finals. 

Maybe, just maybe, the qual- 
ity of our Euro-based players 
was nowhere as good as we had 
been led to believe. 

‘As I've said only once 
before. Just two, maybe three of 
our current national players 
would have been able to break 
into Australia’s one and only, the 
immortal 1974 World Cup team. 
Just two, or three, 

USTRALIA’s Bronze 

Medal in the 
Confederation Nations’ Cup 
Jast June must be rated as the 
real successful highlight by 
our national team. In fact it 
could be rated as Australia’s 
best international moment in 
the Year 2001. 

Last June in Korea, Australia 
defeated four times World Cup 
winners Brasil 1-0, courtesy of 
central marker and goalscorer, 
‘Shaun Murphy. 

In the first Round of the 
Confederation Cup, Australia 
stunned one and all by defeating 
current World Champions 
France by the same scoreline, 
through a goal scored by lanky 
striker, Clayton Zane. 

IHE WOLLONGONG 
WOLVES won their sec- 


ond consecutive NSL 
Championship last June, 
defeating Minor League 


Champions South Melbourne 
2-1 at the Parramatta 
Stadium. 

Two goals within sixty sec- 
onds in the second session by 
letahl strikers Saso Petrovski 
andStuart Young, set the 
Wolves growling for the 
Championship. 

South's John Anastasiadis 
with 12 minutes left, pulled one 
back to give the Victorians some 
hope of salvation, but it was not 
tobe, 


HE NSL’s ‘Player Of The 
‘Year’ trophy was lifted by 
the Wollongong Wolves’ 
mobile international left mid- 
fielder Scotty Chipperfield for 
the second consecutive season. 
The NSL’s rookie and,affable 
coach Mickey Petersen who 
won the Minor League 
Championship for South 
Melbourne, took out the ‘Coach 
Of The Year” trophy, whilst 
South’s stylish custodian 
Michael Petkovic grabbed the 
“Goalkeeper Of the Year’ prize. 


ABSW (8) 


The vear That Was 


wt does the Year 2002 
has in store for 
Australian Soccer? 

Hopefully a fully responsible, 
completely qualified and ruth- 
less overhaul at management 
level, with constant accountabil- 
ity demanded in all operational 
areas. 

Is it wishful thinking? Maybe 
80. Poe 
B: drastically essential, 

and already urgently 
needed. ~ 


1st Division 


Oval 4, Pyrmont 


4pm 


Sydney University 
Women’s Soccer Club 


PLAYERS WANTED 


2002 Women’ 


Ss State League 
and Under 19 


Trials at Wentworth Park, 


Bridge Road, Glebe 


Sundays 13 and 20 January 2002 


to 6pm 


Registration 3.30pm at Oval 4 


All Enquiries: 
David Brady Ph: (02) 9351 8109 


e-mail: davidb@suwsa.usyd.edu.au 
/ 
Soccer Club President 
Emma Keir Ph: 0416 047 722 
e-mail: soccer@suwsa.usyd.edu.au 


NON-STUDENTS WELCOME! 


SATURDAY NIGHT 


ARCO 


STALLIONS 


Match Day Sponsor 
CSR Gyprock & 


MARCONI STADIUM 


at the 


JANUARY 5, 2002 


oe 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 5. 


way NU 


Main Game Kick-Off 7pm @ Youth League 4.30pm 


Marconi’s Manager 


Lee Sterrey. Brendan Renaud 


Angelo Costanzo 


John Maisano 


Ba 


Steve Panopoulos 
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South Melbourne's 


Mehmet Durakovic anager Eddie Krncevic 


1 INJURY BREAK IGNITES 
KEWELL’S FOREIGN HUNGER 


‘arry Kewell is used to being 
H: man apart. As a boy grow- 

ing up in Sydney, he shunned 
the Australian way of Aussie Rules, 
cricket and rugby league to dribble a 
football through cones and kick it 
against a wall for hours on end. 

‘That spirit of self-reliance has stayed 
with him. He needed it when an ankle 
injury wiped out the better part of last 
season and it will help him last week- 
end as he sat out Leeds’ visit to 
Southampton while awaiting the result 
of a scan on his painful back, 

Last season's experience has added 
to the inner strength that was so evi- 
dent during his trip home for 
Australia’s recent internationals in 
Melbourne. 

While his Australia teammates left 
their rooms in pairs to relieve the bore- 
dom with endless cups of coffee and 
glasses of orange juice around the hotel 
lobby, Kewell, who roomed alone, was 
accompanied by Team Harry - usually 
his manager and his parents. 

After training sessions he was driven 
home in his manager’s car while the 
rest of the squad took the team bus. 
The others readily made themselves 
available tor interviews. Kewell asked 
for a donation to a charity - such were 
the demands on his time. 

When the Australians boarded the 
plane to Uruguay for the second leg of 
their World Cup qualifier, Kewell was 
the only player in first class. He had 
paid for the upgrade himself. 

Some may call it arrogance, others a 
disregard for that most vital of bonds 
between team-mates. For Kewell, it is 
simply a clear-sighted vision of where 
he is going. 

Leeds, you feel, is just one of the 
staging posts mapped out on a path to 
fulfilment which will brook no alter- 


Harry Kewell: “I'd like to go abroad to Italy or Spain” it’s a different culture, a different life, a different way to play football - another level. 


ation, Kewell told Soccernet: ‘I've 
always said I'd like to try different 
things as a player. I'd like to go abroad 
to Italy or Spain. 


On duty for Australia in the recent international friendly against France. 


a> 


‘It’s a different culture, a different 
life, a different way to play football - 
another level. You just can’t sit down 
and keep doing the same things. I like 
to get up and try something else, 

‘T've never once said I'd stay some- 
where for ever. At this moment in time, 
though, I’m very happy where I am at 
Leeds. fe 

‘Tve never heard of any club inter- 


ested in me. I leave that up to my 


management staff. 
They've never told me 
al any moment 
there’s a chance to 
go to Juventus or 
to go to 
Barcelona. 

‘If it hap 
pened that I 
never play in a 
World Cup Finals, 
hopefully Pll have 
achieved things in my “= 
club to make me think that 
there wasn’t something missing 
from my career or that I was less of a 
player.” 

‘The public washing of Leeds’ affairs 
will not affect him, such is the 23-year- 
old forward’s brimming §self-belief. 
‘There is, though, an acknowledgement 
of the debt he owes his teammates for 
helping him through the ankle injury 
that limited him to 12 starts last season, 
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He said: ‘There were s. many of us 
injured at Leeds that we just stuck 
together. Having people there going 
through the same thing makes it a bit 
easier. 

‘We roughly all got back to fitness at 
the same time - within a month - which 
was good. There’s always been a 
strong spirit in the camp. We've been 
able now (o prove it through the rough 

times and the good times.’ 

Kewell admits that the 
i. struggle to recapture his 
. best form was harder 
than he had bar- 
» gained for. His dis- 
- plays - and goals - 
- in recent matches 
suggest it is just 
F around the corner. 
‘There's always a 
> time when vou think 
that it's never going to 
© heal properly, _ that 
you're never going to be 
back to your full fitness, to where 
you are. I knew the form wasn’t going 
to come back straight away. It probably 
takes you another six months to get 

back into the game again. 

‘Tm feeling good now and I feel I’m 
starting to get back into my game. I’ve 
moved on from where I was before but 
[still think I can do a lot better than I 
have been doing. I've got to reach 


another level of my game, 

“Teams don’t just go out there and 
play to my strengths. They man-mark 
me. Sometimes I’m getting two men on 
me a game. I’ve got to see that early on 
and take them out of the game by cre- 
ating space for someone else. 

‘Maybe I won't have a good game or 
be involved that much but, hopefully, I 
can create the room for another player 
to get in, score and win the game for - 
us, That’s the main thing.” 

Kewell admits that father-hood - of 
son Taylor by actress Sheree Murphy - 
has made him more content. As a play- 
er, however, he insists that contentment 
will only be achieved by success with 
Leeds, 

The Sydney native is convinced that 
winning that first trophy will transform. 
David O’Leary’s side. 

“As a team, Leeds are playing great 
football at the moment and that’s 
something I want to bea part of. We 
are a good bunch of lads, but we 
haven't moved to another level. 
Winning something is what we need. If 
‘we do, it will do wonders for the team. 

“There’s nothiiig different this year 
from last. We’re still young men trying 
to go out there and prove ourselves.” 

Maybe Kewell is not so different 
after all. 

*COURTESY, 
SOCCERNET 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


h Air Owen, 

iverpool and 
England’s magnificent 
mobile World Cup striker, 
scored his much-awaited 
100th League goal early yes- 
terday morning (a.e.s.t.) 
against West Ham at Upton 
Park. 

‘With the Hammers leading 
1-0 at the break and holding 
firm, it seemed that 
Liverpool could be facing 
another heart-breaking 
defeat. 


USTRALIA’s next 
international has been 
confirmed against Italy to 
be played on 17th April 
next year. 

The Italians haye also 
arranged other World Cup 
warm up games against 
England and the USA. 

The match against the 
Americans has been set 
down to be played in 
Catania. in Sicily on 
February 27th whilst the 
clash against England will 


MICHAEL OWEN: Liverpool's England World Cup striker 
having just scored his 100th goal yesterday against West Ham, 
as he’s embraced by midfielder Steven Gerrard (left) and fellow 

striker Emile Heskey, 


With just two minutes left 
of play, Owen hit Liverpool's 
life-saving equaliser with the 
battle in London ending at 
I-l 

The brilliant international 
marksman gathered in a 
well-measured flat pass fired 
in from the right by his 
strike-colleague Emile 
Heskey. Owen promptly hita 
lifting shot over the 
Hammer's goalie, David 
James, ironically a former 
custodian at Liverpool. 

e000 


be played at Elland Road 
on March 27th. 

The game against 
Australia will be in Italy at 


PAOLO MALDINI: 
Italy’s World Cup 
captain. 


ERIC CANTONA: Will 
he be wearing the 
Knights’ shirt? 


a yenue still to be con- 
firmed. 
eee 

T’s amazing how some of 

our struggling clubs in the 
NSL from time to time, dan- 
gerously contemplate bring- 
ing in overseas stars on mon- 
umental match fees to make 
guest appearances. 

Rumours broke out last 
week in Victoria that the 
Melbourne Knights are seri- 
ously considering in bringing 
out former French 
Manchester United star, Eric 
Cantona. 

The 36 year old highly 
temperamental goal-ace is 
reported to be wooed with a 
five figure per match deal to 
come out here. 

The fiery Cantona last 
played for the Red Devils in 
1977, 

e0ee 

IR ALEX FERGUSON, 

who after 16 consecu- 
tive years will relinquish 
his managerial reins at 
Manchester United by the 
end of the current season, 
has thrown United sup- 
porters into turmoil as to 
who will be his successor, 

A large section at Old 
Trafford is crying out for 
England’s World Cup 
Manager, Sven Goran 
Eriksson, to fill the role, 

To date the likeable 
Swede has resisted all such 
speculation. 

Eriksson has been 
reported as stating that he 
fully intends to see out the 
remaining four years of his 
contract with the England 
national team and has 
expressed his strong desire 
to retain his address at 
Soho Square. 

Having said that though, 
much appears to depend on 
England’s destiny in the 
World Cup Finals come 
May/June in Japan/Korea. 

Neverthless who ever 
Ferguson’s successor is 
going to be, he will have a 
monumenta act to follow in 
the footsteps of the astro- 
nomical-spending Scot. 

Having already won no 
less than seven England 
League Championships 
over the past nine years, 
Ferguson’s departure will 
not be leaving behind a 


By John Economos 


gap, but a massive 
crevasse. 

In other words the 
incoming Gaffe will find 
himself to be like a cat on a 


hot tin roof. 


SIR ALEX FERGUSON: 
End of rein at 
Manchester United this 
season. 
ecco 

lhe word,(make that the 

name of an establish- 
ment), ‘Zanadu’, made an 
erotic appearance within an 
article recently published in a 
Sydney newspaper that mali- 
ciously targetted a very well- 
known identity in Australian 
Soccer. 

The article, intriguingly 
spiced with the word 
“Zanadu’, ignited an explo- 
sive reaction amongst the 
Soccer fraternity. 

“Zanadu’ instantly set 
defamatory tongues ‘racing’. 

The ‘Germ’ who leaked 
this infamous information 
‘out to the media, should also 
have been even more aware 
of another ‘word’ of infamy 


that’s currently _ floating 
around the traps. 
And what could that be? 
It's historical. 


Does the word BABY- 


LON ring a bell? 

For years fans have com- 
plained of the dearth of pub- 
icity that Australian Soccer 
Teceives. 

Over the past five weeks, 
(prior and post World Cup- 
Unuguay), publicity on 
Australian Soccer reached 
saturation levels. 

Now with great hindsight 
knowledge, maybe we all 
would have been far better 
off without it all. 

And without it all, maybe, 
just maybe, we may have 
qualified for the World Cup 
Finals come May. 


WANSEA CITY that 

plays in the England 
Third Division, could soon 
be blown out of its exis- 
tence unless a huge injec 
tion of cash is forthcoming. 

The Welsh Club which 
only this year was almost 
bought in partnership 
between Australian Tony 
Petty, the President of the 
Queensland Soccer 
Federation, together with 
Queensland’s leading State 
League side the Brisbane 
Lions, now finds itself 
already in financial dire 
straits. 

Petty became Swansea's 
Chairman, but the 
Brisbane Lions joint ven- 
ture deal with Petty never 
crystalised. 

The rapidly progressive 
Lions Club also owns fel- 
low Brisbane clubs, Mt 


TONY PETTY: Owner of 
Swansea City in 
England. 


Gravatt and the Rochedale 
Rovers. 

Swansea late last week 
informed all of its players 
that they at the end of the 
month would not be receiy- 
ing the wages that are owed 
to them. 

Nick Cusack, Swansea’s 
captain and Chairman of 
the Professional 
Footballers’ Association, 
stated: “And this is despite 
being given assurances that 
wages would be paid on 
time.” 

It’s now clearer than 
ever that had the 
Queensland Club’s doilars 
found its way across to the 


U.K., the Welsh Club today 
would not be in such a 
financial strife. 
eece 

HE LEICHHARDT 

TIGERS SOCCER 
CLUB from the NSW 
Premier League is in the 
process of forming its first 
ever two Women’s teams to 
enter the competition. 

Trial to be held by the 
Club will kick-off from the 
middle of next month, 

Women, (both teenagers 
as adults) wishing to join the 
Tigers’ Women’s teams, 
should contact the Club on 
the following numbers for 


further information: 

During business hours: 
02-9560 5414 or After 
Business hours on 0402 306 
666. 


eece 
ust a reminder, SOUTH 
MELBOURNE has 


rescheduled its following 
home games which are: 

Round 15..vs Kingz is 
now to be played on Friday 
18th January at 7.30pm. 

Round 19...vs Northerry 
Spirit now to be played on 
Friday 15th February at 
7.30pm. 


ey 


PATRICK KISNORBO: South Melbourne's 


tenacious marker, 


é OD OIL’ would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all its readers, 
plavers and clubs, a Safe and Happy New 


Y Year. 


Please drive slower and safely over the 
Holiday break to avoid going into injury 


time. 


Remember the very wise words o, 
“It’s best to arrive a little later, than 


dead on time.” 
Happy New Year. 


: 
{ 


@& assw 


I regret not joining Marconi 


Danny Macor: “I really didn’t want to leave Canberra ... 


By Graham Cooke 


{ the end of yet another gloomy 
year for Australian soccer in 
the. World Cup there is, in the 
‘opinion of some officials, a glimmer of 
hope. It may yet prove a false dawn. 
‘The glimmer came in a decision by 
the International Football Federation to 
eliminate the automatic place for the 
reigning champion from the 2006 World 
Cup finals onwards. 


Greal, Said Soccer Australia, that— 


spot for the Champion of 
after decades of having to play 
i and difficult matches against 


America which did not have either a host 
nation or world champion place, 

So now there is no world champion 
berth, all the confederations will see itas 
‘up for grabs. In addition, FIFA regards 
the Oceania play-off as-a useful 
bargaining tool in the some- 
times rugged negotiations for. 
finals ‘places. Maybe Oceania’ 
will win the argument, but noth-- 
ing is certain. 

The decision to can the 
champion’s qualification was 
fot done with Australia’s or 
Oceania’s interests in mind. 

ile on the face of it automat- 
qualification is a bonus, coun- 

ies in this position are begin- 

ing to find it almost impossible 
fo. sharpet 


quality opposition. = 


_ While everyone: else i is get-- 


the lifestyle is too good.” 


ic Oceania qualification, which will be 
‘seen by the rest of the world as an auto- 
Matic entry to the finals for Australia 
(and occasionally New Zealand}, the 
‘one-sided scores in the Socceroos’ earl 
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— Danny Macor 


By Graham Cooke 


anny Macor’s outstanding 

form for Belconnen Blue 

Devils in the NSW Premier 
League has left the 28-year-old strik- 
er wondering what might have 
been. 

Tipped as one of ACT soccer's bright- 
est prospects when he burst on the 
scene a decade ago playing for 
Canberra Deakin, he has never taken 
his career beyond state level. 

“I did have a trial 
lined up with 
Marconi, but I decid- 
ed not to go —I regret 
that a little bit now,” he said. 

“There was no National 
League team in Canberra. 
during that time, and 
then Deakin went out 
of the NSW competi- 
tion. I really didn’t 
want [to leave 
Canberra and J know 
that’s what stops a lot 
of players from here. 
The lifestyle is too good.” 

So instead he pottered 
about in the ACT 


Premiership and with blite devils 


futsal. It was his com- 
mitments with the indoor game that pre- 
vented him from playing for Belconnen 
in the inaugural NSW Premier League 
season during 2000-01. 

“There is no real pressure in the ACT, 
you play against the same opponents, 
year in year out, and it becomes almost 


Papua New Guinea. Maybe there would 
be arguments for Singapore, Malaysia 
‘and Vietnam as well. whe 

These countries which, with the 
exception of Japan, have struggled to 


CONNEN Uy, 
oe soccER CLUg 


automatic,” he said. “Algo with training 

on just two nights a week it is all too 

easy.” 

He has no ree about taking the 
plunge back into a higher standard now 
he is firmly into the second half of his 
playing career, 

“The change of scegery is doing me 
the world of good,” he said. “I feel 
sharper and fitter now than | have in 
years. It’s given me a new lease on life.” 

With eight goals so far in this cam- 
paign, he has eclipsed his striking part- 

ner, last year’s joint 

Golden Boot winner, 
Steve Lazzari, but 
is is quick to 
recognise Lazzari’s 

part in his success. 

“This year all the 

defences are on the 
watch for Steve and 

he is heavily 
marked, while 1 am 
unknown and they 
give me far more 
freedom,” he said. 

“As a result I'm the 

one getting the’goals, 

“I don't feel the pressure, 
I'm not one of those 
players who believe 
that because they are 

a striker they have to 

score in every game to justify. their 

place. It doesn’t work that way, I've 

come off without scoring, yet knowing I 

have had a good game. gnd made a con- 

tribution. 

w One of the things that really pleases 

me is the way Steve and I have estab- 

lished a combination. We play off each 
other, one setting up the other. 

Considering that before this season 

we'd played about three games together 

in the representative side, I don't 
think we've done badly. 

“Belconnen made a bad start to the 
season, and we're paying for it because 
although we've won five on the run, 
we're still not in a finals place, The next 
few games after Christmas are pretty 
important - we need to take at least 
three points from the next two match- ~ 
es," - 
Macor said the secret of the Devils’ 
success lay in the depth of their squad. 
“Against Parramatta we had five regular 
first-teamers missing yet the people 
who stepped in did the job. It wasn't a 
pretty game, but we got the three 
points.” 

Would he ever consider a last, late try 
at the NSL if a Canberra teain re-entered 
the competition? “There are blokes at 
Belconnen now who played for the 
Cosmos and they keep asking ‘where 
were you? You could play there without 
a problem’ so that has given me some 
confidence,” he said. 

“Also I don't think the NSL is as strong 
now as it was a few years back — there 
are so many Austfalian players overseas, 

“So yes, although I know it would be 
harder than anything I have attempted, | 
don’t think it would be beyond me. 

“But for the moment I’m concentrat- 
ing on helping Belconnen get some- 
thing out of this season.” 


MILOSEVIC’S CAREER 


Dave Jones says he remains 
interested in taking the goal 
Keeper on Ioan again once he 


Danny Milosevic: 
Bleak future. 
consider recalling him when 

given the all 


- the Leeds: manager, 


O'Leary to offload him onto 
‘Wolves with a view to sealing 
a permanent transfer before 
the end of the season. 
Milosevic has found it 
tough and near-impossible to 


~ Robinson is also pushing f 


starting shirt and has been 
preferred as a deputy to 
Martyn, rather than the luck- 
less Milosevic. 3 
‘With the unfortunate col- 
lapse of his Wolves move, 
Milosevic is now unsure of 
what next for his once-blo- 
soming career as he is almost 
certain of not getting a crack 
at the strating line-up, while 


still at the premiership side. 


By Otto Bader 


Le Shinning Bright Again 
for a short moment the 
Wolves connected with their past 
brilliant form, showing they are 
not a spend force yet. 

Coach Ron Corry was not 
afraid to bench and or drop some 
big names, fielding young talents 
in the stating eleven for the 
match in Melbourne. 

His trust in newcomers this 
year Greg Sharland and Naum 
Sckuloyski was confirmed by a 
strong showing. Experienced 
goal keeper Dean Anastasiadis — 
getting more established in his 
second season in Wollongong — 
had a very good game against 
South Melbourne, actually he 
was named Man of the Match in 
a previous loss. The mid field 
with David Huxley - Paul Reid - 
Alex Castro (another new starter 
this season) is finding form, tak- 
ing work off the defenders, The 
Wolves left a few of their new 
signings at home while travelling 
to Melbourne, intending them to 
put in the hard yards at weekly 
training. There is no rest for the 
squad, even though a free week- 
end precedes néxt home game on 
Friday 4th January, 

The Club is confident to be 
able of improving their present 
low position with winning the 
next three or four games, they 
have not given up hope of a 
revival, lurking in the back- 
ground to attack a possible front 
position. 

Now the home supporters are 
urged to come in numbers out to 
cheer the team on for another big 
step forward. The boys need 
5000 plus at WIN Stadium to 
create a good playing atmos-" 
phere. 


‘ictory for Youth Team — 
youth development officer 
and coach Eddie Tesoro surely 
has to be pleased with his young 
charges, scoring six goals in their 
last outing. The team is well 
placed to challenge for one of the 
top positions. Daniel Aliffic 
scored twos goals, Ben Bartlett, 
Liam Austin, Matthew Werasko 
and newly signed Dustin Wells 
scored one goal each. 

Wells joined the Wolves 
recently from the Australian 
Institute of Sport, considered a 
developing talent. According to 
the coach all youngsters played 
well, assuring a possible well of 
upcoming first graders for the 
Club. It pays to invest in a good 
youth squad which can supply 
future senior players. 

The Club’s coaching staff and 
management are aware of the sit- 
uation and are more and more 
concentrating on youth. The 
word around is the Wolves could 
unload a few out of form estab- 
lished seniors, the next weeks 
will tell the story. 


ummary Soccer [lawarra — 

Junior and Senior Soccer 
competitions around the Coast 
plus the Highlands teams playing 
in the Illawarra divisions were 
thriving in 2001. Over 7000 
(seven thousand) juniors from 
U/6’s to U/18’s played under the 
Illawarra Junior ~— Soccer 
Association while 29 clubs with 
around 1500 (one thousand five 
hundred) registrations came 
under the Illawarra Soccer 
Association. Thousands of over- 
aged players (over 35) played in 
the BHP Interworks Midweek 
competitions, in the Illawarra 
Church Association, Hotel 
Soccer, Businéss Houses compe- 
titions, All those compete in the 
winter season plus the Wolves 


ABSW (&} 


~ Muscat attracts 
Hammers attention 


ustralian internation- 
al defender, Kevin 
Muscat may be the 


next Aussie star in the 
Premier League, as West 
Ham are keen on poaching 
him from Wolverhampton 
Wanderers in the English 
first division. 

Intersetingly, he will be free 
to negotiate with any club 
from January 1, as his contract 
with Wolves ends at the close 
of the season. 

West Ham were keeping an 
eye on Muscat’s situation, 
since Wolves manager Dave 
Jones has said he will not dis- 
cuss with Muscat until the end 
of the season on a new con- 
tract. 

Muscat, who interestingly is 
Wolves captain, could join any 
club on a free transfer if he 
leaves at the end of the season, 


Mal 


Dean Anastasiadis: Turning the Wolves’ season around with 
his impressive displays. 


two teams in the summer period. 
The Wolves have also another 
six junior teams playing under 
their colours. 

Junior Soccer clubs like 
Unanderra had 7 League 
Champions from U/10's to 
U/I8’s, others like Oak Flats 8, 
Albion Park 5, Balgownie 4, 
Bulli 4, Shellharbour 3, Dapto 3, 
Wollongong 2, Helensburgh 2, 
Kiama 2, Port Kembla 2, the 
remaining junior clubs had at 
least one winner in the League 


Championship. The Highlands 
U/14’s and U/16’s competed 
well in the Gala Day finals. 


lenior Soccer in Illawarra in 

2001 — the season saw Port 
Kembla taking out the ICIU 
Premier League Championship 
in First Grade and Reserve 
Grade, their youth grade came 
6th in the table, indicating the 
oyerall strength of the club. They, 
also won this year’s Club cham- 
pionship as well as the Premier 


although Wolves may look to 
try and offload him earlier to 
recoup some money. 

Another player who could 
bechanging clubs is ex-South 
Mebourne defender Simon 
Colosimo, with his first divi- 
sion side, Manchester City 
hinting that he could be soon 
on his way out. 

The Young  Socceroo 
defender , who joined at the 
start of the season after a 
lengthy transfer saga, has 
struggled to get a start with the 
first team and has made just 
six substitute appearances. 

Head coach, Kevin Keegan 
is looking to cut back his big 
squad aud Colosimo could be 
on the list. Colosimo has a 
European Union passport, so 
he could stay in England if he 
wants or go to the continent. 


League Player of the Year in 
Michael Clare and leading goal 
scorer in Nick .Polimenakos, 
Their coach Adrian Alston goes 
into his 10th season with the 
club, quite an achievement and 
he was named once more coach 
of the year. One can safely 
assume Port Kimball understhe 
same coach and management 
will recruit well again, aiming to 
take out another top spot in 2002. 

Kemblawarra came second in 
the Premier League, Reserve 
Grade 10th, Youth Grade 10th, 
coach remains John Fleming and 
time will tell whether he can 
keep the momentum going, the 
word is some key players are 
looking to another club however 
the coach is known for his quali- 
ty to attract top players. 

Coniston Lions came third but 
won the Grand Final, looking 
towards an even better placing 
next season which could be done 
if all players stay put. Their 
Reserve Grade finished up sec- 
‘ond, Youth Grade 9th, showing 
the depth of the club. The coach 
has to look in from the outside 
for several weeks due to an indis- 
cretion. . 

Cringila Lions came fourth, 
well done, Reserve Grade 9th 
and youth grade 3rd, not a bad 
effort considering the club pour 
most of their assets into ground 
improvements, they have with- 
out doubt the best field facilities 
in the district, hosting the recent 
Grand Final. Their coach is Rade 
Stefanovski for another season 
and he could find it tough to sign 
the right players, 

Balgonwie Rangers came 
fifth, Reserves 8th, youth grade 
2nd, under new coach Ray 
Poletto fostering a youth policy 
it looks tough to maintain a top 
position. 

Wollongong Olympic came 


Kevin Muscat: Bound for the 
premiership? 


6th, Reserves 6th, Youth Grade 
Sth, changed coach during the 
year, now another new man with 
Peter Willis, one has (6 wait what 
will develop at the club known 
for impatience and hungry for 
success. - 

Western Illawarra came 7th, 
Reserves 7th, Youth Grade 7th, 
really nota position coach Larry 
Gaffney was looking for, he was 
hoping for a better spot and will 
work hard to achieve that next 
season, 

Lysaght came 8th, Reserves 
4th, Youth Grade first, a club 
which has always produced 
young exciting players, coach 
once more Rob Birkin, one has 
to wait for reports of newcomers. 

Bulli came 9th, Reserves 3rd, 
Youth Grade 4th, not the usual 
standards the clubs has shown in 
past seasons, coach again Bruce 
Tilt who must try to improve per- 
formances to gain a top placing: 

Picton Rangers came 10th, 
Reserves Sth; Youth grade 8th, 
not bad for apromotedl side stay- 
ing in the competition even if 
only just ahead of the last two 
placing. A new coach takes over 
next season in Ray Carney, 
unknown in Illawarra, comes 
from the NSW State League, to 
be seen which players join the 
club. 

Shoalhaven and Northern 
United were relegated. 

Promoted were Tarrawanna 
with coach David Naylor and 
Kiama with coach Brod Crighton 
— both hard to judge, their aim 
will be to stay in touch with the 
established clubs. 


Es League - now 
reduced to 16 teams needs to 
be judged after the first few 
matches to have general idea 
which is competitive and which 
are the strugglers. . 
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plan for Soccer fiustralia | 


Dear Sir, 

So far we have had Soccer 
Australia come up with Plan A, a dis- 
mal flop and now Plan B, not any 
better. 

Tsuggest they go to Plan R, 
for radical, In this country 
the pyjama game saved 4 
cricket Super League res- 
cued the ARL moying 
clubs to Sydney and So 
Brisbane took the 
AFL from a 
Melbourne suburban game (o nation- 
al, Super 12 ensured that Rugby 


a good question for all 
{ this paper from the editor 


Murray, Kyle 


Warren read 


England tea 
J would like to see an answer. 
| D. Gardner, 
Hampton Park, VIC, 


Union got away from its image of a 
game only watched by relations and 

inlaws and the fans love it. 
(As for the greatest game in the 
world move it back tow hat it is 
(a winter game) take a hint 
from RL Juniors played in the 

winter, 

Give themselves tickets for 
games, allow foreign 
= clubs to buy 51% of 
locals. But insist they 
provide guest players 
for media shopping centre, schools 
promotion, also on field appearances 


Harry Kewell 


Blame not 
the players 


Dear Sir, 

In despair many fans are blaming 
the lack of depth amongst our players 
for the Japan/Korea 2002. The argu- 
ment is that most of the 100.+ Aussie 


players plying their trade overseas 
are only journeymen there under 
false pretences. 

The reality which can be con- 
firmed by the players is that overseas 
clubs are not charities or mugs taken 
in by ambitious or opportunistic 
Aussie players. These players 
whether they be playing in the 
longish Premier League or some 
lower division club are their on merit 
and nothing else. 

Overseas clubs do not hesitate to 
show the door to Aussie players not 
up to scratch. Even more stupid is the 
claim Aussie players are taken on 
because they are cheap. Most over- 
seas clubs have a plentiful supply of 
inexpensive players much closer to 
home than far away Australia. 

Ask yourselve how many players 
from Poland, Slovenia, Russia, 
Ireland, Japan and Korea are playing 
at the highest level in Europe 

All the above countries are in the 
World Cup finals 

Australia has enough good players 
o qualify for the World Cup Finals 
but because of combination of factors 
the players. 

Never deliver in the matches that 
count especially in Australia. We all 
knew there are many things wrong 
with Oz Soccer but is there anyone 
out there who can exorcise this curse 
on the Socceroos ASAP Tam serious, 


all possible in a European off season. 

(Add the carrot of dual registration 
so that, any player of ability could 
move to the parent club and there by 
Strengthen the national team, a prime 
example of the benefits of the bene- 


Jeff Kennett, 


fits of overseas ownership is Senegal, 
in the World Cup, but all the team 
plays in France. 


Vic Heath, 
Duffy, ACT. 


Jeff Kennett: Not the man for Australian Soccer. 


* 


Oz Soccer 


and the World Cup 


Dear Sir, 

Tam writing on how Jeff Kennett wants to 
take over the running of Soccer Australia. I 
think this is wrong as we know he is a loyal 
South Melbourne Lakers Supporter and there 
will be favouritism involved with him and 
South Melbourne. 

Soccer Australia needs to put someone 
with heaps of money and someone who 
knows what he’s doing, not some Joe Blow 
from down the street. 

How about we have a Voting Poll for who 
should be the next Soccer Australia Chairman 
— like in the elections. 


Dear Sir, * 

These are for clubs such as Adelaide City, 
Marconi, Melbourne Knights, Olympic 
Sharks, South Melbourne and Sydney 
United to be part of a broad-based NSL and 
here are some suggestions:- 


eee 


Fc 


* Adelaide City Force ~ 

Broaden clubs ownership & administration 
beyond the local Italian community 

- Adopt the state colours of red, blue & 

gold as the home strip, use the present strip 
as the away strip 3 

- Drop the word ‘Juventus’ from the club’s 
trading name. 


MARCO 


STALLIONS 


*Marconi Stallians - 

Broaden club’s ownership and administra- 
tion beyond the local _ Italian 
community 

- Change the club name to the “Western 
Stallions Soccer Club’ or West Sydney 
Stallions Soccer Club. 

= Drop the word ‘Marconi’ from the clubs 
trading name 


*Melbourne 

Knights - 

Broaden the clubs 
ownership & adminis- 
tration beyond the 


R Mel focal Croatian commu- 
Paul Okon: Australia's nani Naw. nity. 
skipper. once + - Home matches 
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Make it on a Saturday and every se puts 
in their votes, Let there be about five candi- 
dates and every club has to put in a vote from 
all over Australia. 

The person with the most votes wins and 
he gets to pick his own people to run Soccer 
Australia, and every few months they should 
provide clubs with financial reports of where 
money has been spent not just hide it and at 
the end of the year, they say we need money 
because we.ain’t got any. . 

Also I think our players are too cocky. 
Imaginethe 1990 Uruguayan national team 
gave $1 million to the recent team for making 


Survival tips for Ethnic clubs 


could be played at either Olympic Park or an 
upgraded (if required) Epping Stadium or 


even a share arrangement with 
South Melbourne over the use of Bob fan 
Stadium and the catering 
rights. 


~ Adopt the state colours of navy blue and 
white as the home strip, use the present one as 
the away strip 

- Remove the Croatian checkboard from 
the logo and put the southern cross stars on 
the shield & include a soccer ball in the 
logo 

- Drop the word *Croatia’ from the clubs 
trading name. 


*Olympic Sharks - 

Broaden the club's ownership & adminis- 
tration beyond the local Greek community 

~ Adopt the local shire colours of sky blue 
& black as the team playing strip- 

- Change the club name to the “Scauthern 
Sharks Soccer Club’ 

- Drop the word ‘Olympic’ from the clubs 
trading name. 


*South Melbourne - 

Broaden the clubs ownership & adminis- 
tration beyond the local Greek 
community. 

- Adopt a white & red home playing strip 
and use the present one as the away 
strip 

— Drop the word ‘Hellas’ from the clubs 
trading name. 


it to the World Cup. 

Would Johnny Warren and his chums give 
that to this team in those circumstances? 

No way Jose. That's the thing which sepa- 
rates us from the big nations in Soccer. Other 
Soccer nations are hungrier than us. We will 
just have to wait for another four years. Four 
years is too long. 

Someone has to push for direct qualifica-_ 
tions. Without direct qualifications, Australia 
will never make the World Cup finals. 

Burim Suleiman, 
Dandenong, VIC, 


*Sydney United - 

Broaden the clubs ownership & adminis- 
tration beyond the local Croatian communi- 
ty 

- Home matches could be played at 
Concord Oval, Leichhardt Oval, Wentworth 
Park or the Sydney Football 
Stadium. 

- Remoye Croatian checkboard from the 
club’s logo, the loge-design 

- Sydney Olympic used last year is actual- 
ly suited to this club. 

- Drop the word ‘Croatia’ from the club's 
trading name 

Gary Cerulli,: 
Oatlands, NSW. 


By Allan Crisp 


FORCE MAN A 
LOAN PROSPECT 
FOR STRIKERS 


eenage Adelaide City Force attacking 

midfielder Louis Brain is uncertain 
which signpost to read as he stands at the 
crossroads of his spiralling career. 

The 19-year old is a veteran of 58-NSL 
appearances for Adelaide City, but he 
shocked more that a few of the club faith- 
ful when he requested a transfer last 
month, 

After consultation with City president 
Bob D’Ottavi and coach Zoran Matic, the 
former Joey (Under 17) and Youth 
Socceroo squad player, was granted his 
request, 

However, he agreed to make himself 
available for selection until he, in concert 
with his agent, finds a new club. 

City told Brain the transfer fee within 
Australia would be $60,000 and that an 
overseas club would be asked to pay 
$200,000, 

Taking into account the current parlous 
state of most NSL club finances, Brain 
has since asked Adelaide City to release 
him on loan and the club president now 
has that second request under considera- 
tion. 

Brisbane Strikers coach John Kosmina 
was the first to swoop for Brain's ser- 
vices, having firstly established contact 
with Dave Brain (Louis’s father) and then 
with the player. 

“You-could say that Brisbane Strikers 
are the front runners,” Brain said. “The 
fact that my mum (Kim) and Dad (Dave) 
now live in Queensland is a lure because 
it would be great to be close to them,” 

“But, it all depends if Adelaide City 
will agree to a loan deal,” Brain added, 

When Brain dropped his bombshell 
announcement he had been, on his own 
admission, not performing to the best of 


his ability. 

He was omitted from the NSL squad, a 
demotion he was prepared to wear, but 
when he was asked to train with City’s 
Under-15 team, his pride was severely 
dented, 

Brain also was disappointed because he 
was not gaining a regular place in the 
Force starting eleven. 

Uncertainty was sewn in Brain's mind 
when he was named as.a substitute for the 
first match of the season for Adelaide 
against Melbourne Knights in Melbourne. 

City drew that round 2 game 1-1 (the 
SA club had the bye in the first round), 
Brain saw 31 minutes of action after com- 
ing off the bench to replace Matthew 
Kemp. 

The latter had returned from Italy 
where he played for Spal, was recovering 
from injury and consequently was strug- 
gling to regain fitness. 

Brain impressed sufficiently to get a 
run on nod against Northem Spirit, but 
was called off in favour of Nick Sabljak 
after 70 minutes. 

He played the full 90 minutes in the 2- 
2 draw with Newcastle United and saw 
the full quota of action in the 3-0 win over 
Wollongong Wolves before being 


replaced by Kristian Rees during stop- 
page time. 

Brain found himself warming the 
bench for the clash with Olympic Sharks, 
but again swept into the fray in the 63rd 
minute as replacement for 
Karlovic. 


Mario 


Louis Brain: “I feel | have to 
move on.” 


The yo-yo season hit rock bottom with 
Brain losing his place in the squad before 
he was recalled as a reserve for-the home 
fixture with Marconi Stallions. 

Brain replaced fellow Joey and Youth 
Australian representative Lucas Pantelis 
for the second half of that 1-2 loss to 
City’s traditional rival. 

The 10th match of Adelaide's season 
against Perth Glory brought a touch of 
merry-go-round movement to young 
Brain as he again replaced Kemp, this 
time in the 69th minute. 

Brain was back in the first eleven for 
the pre-Christmas clash with the Football 
Kingz and he reinforced his selection by 
scoring his first goal of the season. 

Does his reinstatement as a run-on 
player mean Brain will withdraw his 
transfer request? 

“Not at all,” Brain said. “Nothing has 
changed. I don’t really want to leave 
Adelaide, but I feel I have to move on if 
I'm to improve my game. 

Strangely, Brain admits he is deriving 
more enjoyment from training since he 
signalled his intention to leave the club. 

“I'm more relaxed about my game 
these days, both at training and in the 
games and I’m determined to do my best. 

“T just feel that a change of coaching 
methods and a change of environment 
would be good experience for me and 
assist my aim of gaining an overseas con- 
tract.” 

Regardless of the direction Brain even- 


tually takes, he will be fondly remem- — 


bered by the City fans as the youngster 
who scored on debut for the club in front 
of the Home supporters. 


NEW YEAR 
RESOLUTIONS 


N™ Year resolutions, like promises, 
are it seems, destined to be broken. 

So, bearing in mind that even the best- 
intentioned resolutions are seldom hon- 
oured, here are some pledges we would 
like to see for 2002. 


RESOLUTIONS 
FROM COACHES 


66 ‘e are coming to win this game, 
we will not put 11-bodies behind 
the ball and go for an away draw.” 

“We will stop saying, we hope to get a 
result this time.” (A result is the conse- 
quence or outcome of the contest, there- 
fore, a win, draw, or loss is a result.) 

“We will no longer complain about the 


Zelic, Agostino 
unhappy at 1860 


number of easy chances our players failed 
to put away.” 

“We must cease saying that we lost the 
match because we conceded silly goals.” 

“We will give credit to the winning 
team and admit that they were the better 
team, better prepared and better coached.” 

From national team coaches at World 
Cup qualification time: “We will play our 
first leg game away to avoid revealing all 
our secrets in the home tie.” 


RESOLUTIONS 
FROM PLAYERS 


SW: will stop pulling our shirts over 
our heads as a goal celebration 
because we are not ashamed of our faces.” 

“We will stop dragging our shirts off 
‘our backs as a goal celebration because 
we are proud of our club colours.” 

“We will reduce our signing on 
demands. No longer will we insist on a 
butler, two maids and a house boy to cut 
the crusts from our sandwiches.” 

“We will delete the clause from our con- 
tracts that allows a stand-in double to train 
for us on Mondays and public holidays.” 


RESOLUTIONS 
FROM REFEREES 


OW: will regularly consult with our 
touchline assistant referees if we 
are ever in doubt over a decision, but we 
doubt that that would ever happen.” 

“We will treat the players as if they are 
human, because we hear there is a rumour 
around that they are.” 

“There is a misconception that we ref- 
erees all walk with a shuffle because we 
like playing with cards, This is definitely 
a misconception and to prove it, we now 
resolve to leave our red and yellow cards 
behind in the dressing room.” 


RESOLUTIONS 
FROM FORCE FANS 


66 hen we come to Hindmarsh 

Stadium in 2002, we will actual- 
ly lend VOCAL support to our team, 
through victory or defeat, through thick or 
thin, through rain or shine;in sickness or 
in health!” 

RESOLUTION: By national coaches 
at World Cup qualification time: “I will 
play our first tie away from home to avoid 
revealing all our secrets for the away leg.” 

WARNING: Should any of these reso- 
lutions be made and kept — beware of 
flying pigs. f° 


David Terminello: Injury woes. 


NO TICKETS 
delaide City midfielder David 
Terminello would be well advised 

not to buy any lottery tickets. 

The only prize the former Carlton play- 
er seems likely to win is as the unluckiest 
player in the NSL. J 

Terminello has been sidelined for the 
rest of the season after breaking his left 
ankle for the second time in the last four 
months. 4 
His determination to retum to the play- 
ing pitch after recovering from the initial 
break saw him train to such an extent that 
he succumbed to the young people’s com- 
plaint of glandular fever. 

Terminello was in the throes of his sec- 
nd series of rehabilitation training when 
lightning struck twice in the form of 
another ankle break, 


Ned Zelic: Not keen on new contract. 


week, when he lashed out at his 
club coach, Peter Pacult over team selec- 
tion at 1860 Munich, 

Zelic’s tirade comes on the heels of fellow- 
Aussie Paul Agostino’s revelations that he 
was considering his future with the club. 

Ned Zelic is yet to agree a new deal with 
1860 Munich and has criticised the coach for 
not includin gregularly in the squad so far this 
season. 

‘The former Australia international still has 
a three-year deal in front of him - but is yet to 
sign. The new offer was tabled last season, 
but after rejecting it, Zelic hasn't discussed 
with club officials since. 

Zelic’s advisor, Thomas Kroth said, “If for 
such a long time the club has not spoken to 


ussie prodigal international found 
himself in the eye of the storm last 


us, then you must wonder whether they still 
want the player,” 

Zelic has clashed with Pacult after being 
left out of the team last month. 

He said last week, “If he (Pacult) needed 
me last weekend, I could have played 


absolutely.” 

But Pacult insists Zelic is not 100 per cent 
fit and hit back: (Zelic) has not shown 
me he is perfectly injury-free and fit again.” 

‘The club has managed to forge ahead with- 
out Zelic’s active involvement in the German 
Bundesliga — which commencedd its tradi- 
tional winter break last week. 

1860 were placed in an admirable 9th posi- 
tion after the weekend’s games and look to be 
in the best shape to secure European slot at 
the resumption of hostilities in the league in 
February. 


Paui Agostino: Hints at leaving. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 


Premir LEAGU 


www.nswpremierleague.com 


St George Saints 


KICK-OFF: 8pm & 6pm, Friday 4 December 2002 
VENUE: St George Stadium, 88 Bestic St, Rockdale 


wo of the Premier League’s most tra- 
ditional rivals, St. George and 
I Canterbury have been squaring off 
ason 1961, making this the 40th 

anniversary of such clashes, 

Over the years both clubs have seen the 
dizzy heights of the National League right 
through to the tenacious batlles to avoid relega- 
tion, but this time around both sides are desper- 
ate for 4 win and that augers well for a great 
contest, 

Si. George has struggled this season and 
only has one competition point by virtue of a 
draw against Penrith in Round Four, to show 
for their efforts. 

With three coaches in six weeks to start the 
season it’s been a rocky road for the Saints, but 
with the appointment of Manny Spanoudakis, 
the scene has become a lot more stable for play- 
a 1 fans alike. 

“It's been a tough few weeks for the club, 
but every team has its ups and downs and we 
have been no different,” confirmed 
anoudakis, 

“Since taking over as coach I have been con- 
centrating on performance as a team and mak- 
ing sure We approach each game in the right 
fashion so we can start Lo a e some goals.” 

In his three games in charge of the club, the 
team has not been beaten by a margin of more 
than two goals and that is encouraging for the 
former St George midfielder. 


really gone against us in the past 
few matches and that has been extremely disap- 
pointing. We played well against Sutherland 
but didn’t take our chances and in the end that 
cost us dearly.” On a positive note, George 
Maglis, Simon Verrender and Fabio Macolino 
who all missed the last game return giving the 
Saints a full strength side going into the match. 

Their old foes Canterbury has also been in 
the wars of late, posting five straight losses, 
which has seen the club sink from 3rd spot to 
10th on the competition ladder. To make mat- 
ters worse, the team has not scored a goal since 
their Round Three clash with the Panthers, pro- 
moting concerns over the coaching future of 
John Xipolitas. 

“It hasn't been an easy time,” said midfield- 
er Greg Collins. “We have been playing some 
positive football, yet we have been unable to 
translate-that into goals and points.” 

Another loss for the Berries could easily 
spell the end of their chances for the post sea- 
son and with newcomers Emmanuel 
Papageorgiou and Michael Kladis, both former 
Saints lining up for the Berries, the game has a 
little extra spice. 

“['m sure Manny and Michael will be 
primed for big games,” continued Collins, 
“they will ha mething to prove-to their for- 
mer club. But it’s backs to the walls stuff this 
week. We must win if we want to make the 
semi-finals, not only for the team but for John 


LEAGUE 


ROUND 9 


Friday January 4 2002 
St George Saints vs C’bury M'ville 


Si George Std 8:00pm 


Saturday January 5 2002 


Fairfield Bulls vs 
Bonnyrigg WE vs 
Penrith Panthers vs 


Nineveh Field 
Serbian Centre 
Andrews Rd Fid 


Belconnen BD 
S'land Sharks 
P'matta Eagles 


6:30pm 
7:00pm 


Sunday January 6 2002 


Uhardt Tigers vs 
Bankstown City vs 


Central Coasties Lambert Park 
Blacktown City Jensen Park 


5:00pm 
6:00pm 


ROUND 10 


Hue ceils Saturday January 12 2002 


C'bury Mille vs 
Belconnen BD vs. 
Central Coasties vs 
S'land Sharks vs 
Penrith Panthers vs 


Bonnyrigg WE Serbian Centre 7:00pm 
Leichhardt Tigers W Belconnen SG 6:30pm 
St George Saints Pluim Park 7:@2pm 
Bankstown City Seymour Shaw 7:00pm 
Blacktown City Andrews Rd Field 7:00pm 


Sunday January 13 2002 


P'matta Eagles vs 


Fairield Bulls Melita Stadium 6:30pm 


istGrade U19 


6:00pm 


7:00pm. §: 


istGrade Ui9 


5:00pm 
4:30pm 
5:00pm 
5:00pm, 
5:00pm 


4:30pm 


CENTRAL COAST 


10 


Canterbury-Marrickville 
Olympic star, Andy 
Amegashie is one to watch 
for this Friday night. 


j Campbell, 14. Steven Papadopoulos, 15. Nick 


Coach: John Xipolitas 


and the club.” = 


SQUADS 


SAINTS: 1. Stacy Alogdellis, 2. Mark Barlamis, 
3. Nick Boliantitis, 4. Angelo Petratos, 5. Max 
Sevares, 6. Spytos Kladis, 7, George Maglis, 8 
Joshua Rufo, 9. Achilieas Markopoulos, 11. John 
Fotiadis, 12, Fabio Macolino, 13. Brad 


Mandie, 16. Sinton Verrender, 18. Sal Zullo, 19. 
Mladen Damjanoyic, 21.. Manny Spanoudakis, 
Coach: Manny Spanoudakis 

OLYMPIC: 1. George Bouhoutsos, 2. Greg 
Collifs, 3. Christian Ortiz, 4. John 
Manolopoulos, 5. Mark D'Alessandro, 6. Andy 
‘Amegashie, 7: Con Paradisis, 8. Yane Talcevsti, 
9. Mark Beldham, 10. Hussein Jomaa, 11. 
Aheleas Kotsopoulos, 12. John Pillemer, 14. 
‘Mile Talcevski, 15. Emmanuel Papageorgiou, 
16, Angelo Markopoulos, 17. Marcelo Guerrero, 
18. Ali Salim, 19. Michael Kladis, 20. Les Bihari, 


ST GEORGE SAINTS are proudly sponsored by 
St George Rowing Club 
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The Cafe La Scala Player of the Week will continue until season’s end. 
So, catch ABSW every Tuesday to see if your favourite player has won! 


“Cafe La Scala is located ab 


, Italian Forum, 


23 Norton St, Leichh one: (02) 9572 8577 


Inside ... Inside ... 


eFrom The Sidelines.. aisatenaay 

eBonnyrigg WE & Penrith Panthers Colour Poster... 
e Where are they now?..... 

e Scoreboard........ 


meer i Pt) 
P21 


Bankstown City Lions 


vs 


Blacktown City Demons © 


KICK-OFF: 6pm & 4pm, Sunday 6 January 2002 
VENUE: Jensen Park, Clapham St, Sefton 


ankstown City have 
had more ups and 
down than a fiddler’s 


elbow this season, and haye 
slumped to 7th on the ladder, 

The return of Ljube Jancev 
has done wonders to fire up the 
troops and the Lions are set to 
put their bad start behind them, 
and make a charge for the Top 
Five, 

Blacktown City has lost two 
of their past three and have a 
bad case of the midseason stag- 
gers, dropping to fifth. With a 
number of sides desperately 
keen to leapfrog the ailing 
Demons, they must post a win 
to stay one step ahead. 


SQUADS 


LIONS: 1. Zlatko Josevski, 2. Sefer Yildiz, 3. Richard Luksic, 
4. Bryan Raebum, 5. Anthony Kanaan, 6. Paul Weare, 7. 
George Issa, 8. Robert Issa, 9, Goce Trposki, 10. lain 
MacDonald, 11. Alex Trpkoski, 12. Adam Mammoliti, 13. Saso 
Boskovski, 14. Freddy Umiil, 15. Damien Luksic, 16. Colin-Lutf, 
17, Steven Dimitrievski, 18. Dong-Ki Kim, 19. Hossam Nouh,. 
20. Cem Akilli, Coach: Liube Jancev 

DEMONS: 1. John Crawley, 2. Paul Yates, 3. Damien Foxe, 4. 
Peter Sermanni, 5. Ben Willard, 6. Damon Langan, 7. Paul 
‘Dee, 8. Darren locca, 9. Kain Rastall, 10, Naoki imaya, 11. Jim 
Nikas, 12. Zlatko Doney, 13. Steve Riches, 14. David Reid, 15. 
Mark Hagger, 16. Patrick Gat, 17, Luciano Berbis, 18, Graeme 
O'Donell, 19. Chad Lewis, 20. James Wilkinson, Coach: Ban 
Brown 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


vs 


Sutherland Sharks 


KICK-OFF: 7pm & 5pm, Saturday 5 January 2002 
VENUE: Serbian Centre, 13 Simpson Road, Bonnyrigg 


onnyrigg hold a five- 
B= lead at the top of 

the premiership race 
and will be keen to continue 
that form this week. 

They. are still the only side to 
remain unbeaten this season and 
having racked up four or more 
goals on four occasions already 
this season, the Sharks could 
well be in for a torrid time. 

Sutherland’s brave 2-1 win 
over St. George has lifted the 
club’s flagging spirits, but with 
just four points to show for their 
efforts all season, it will require 
a Herculean effort from Billy 
McColl’s side just to be com- 
petitive. 


SQUA 


WHITE EAGLES: 1. Femando Greco, 2. Sasha Utjesenovic, 
4. Bobby Dragas, 5. Tayfun Devrimol, 6. Vuko Tomasevic, 7. 
Javier Mancino, 8. David Harding, 9. Shane Knight, 10, 
Christopher Bradley, 11. Johnny Ghisso, 13. Robert Gomez, 
14. Leigh Gunn, 15: Peter Cklamovski, 16. Michael Hawrysiuk, 
17. Jimmy Aschner, 18. John Kyriazopoulos, 20. David Aceski, 
22, Rajko Mandic, 23. Devrim Huseyin, Coach: Greg 
Woodhouse 

SHARKS: 1. Dennes Olla, 2. Peter Feehan, 3. Alen Stajeic, 4, 
David O’Han, 5. Ben Short, 6. Dean Heffernan, 7. Jamie 
Danaskos, 8. Monte Pirengle, 9. Alex Ptrengle, 10. Steve 
Cklamovski, 11. Kris Karanasos, 12. Dean Spresian, 13. 
Ambrose Mancia, 14. Andy Watts, 15. Colin McAusland, 16. 
Kire Josevski, 17. Bill Petrovski, 20. Sam LaMacchia, 21, 
Mitchell Blowes, Coach: Billy McColl 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS are proudly sponsored by: The Good Guys @ Bankstown, ASU - All Sewn Up, Ne 
Tech Automotive, Direct Smash Repairs, G.Mack & Co. Accountants, Alex Electrical, Bucinski Account 


Enterprises, BP Yagoona, 


P&E Landscaping & Main 


+, D&S Gyprock, Australiers, M&S Variety, Australian Mo 
ance, D&V Building Supplies, Bexley North Cellars. 


BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES are proudly sponsored by B & S Windows 


Penrith Panthers 


vs 


Parramatta Eagles 
KICK-OFF: 7pm & 5pm, Saturday 5 January 2002 
VENUE: Andrews Road Field, Andrews Road, Penrith 


ome major injury prob- 

lems in the Panthers’ 

camp look to be behind the 
“mountain men” with 
Hutchinson, Meilak and 
Sciberras all back on deck for 
this important clash, 

The side has been s 
lot of courage this seas 
with veteran midfielder Osvaldo 
El Ali getting around the park 
they are more than a useful outfit. 
‘The Eagles went down by the 

odd goal in five last start but did 
enough to suggest they were a 
touch unlucky. Jim Bakis and 
Anthony Mondello are in the 
midst of a purple patch in form 
and if they have their scoring 
boots on, it could be goodnight 
Penrith. 


SQUADS 


PANTHERS: 1. Chad Taylor, 2. Jon Hawkins, 9. Chris 
Giometti, 4. Glenn Meilak, 5. Ben Wright, 6. Daniel Wells, 7. 
Dave Gardiner, 8. Paul Marosevic, 9. Rod Hutchinson, 10. 
‘Osvaldo Et All, 11. Luke O'Connell, 12. Christian Lima, 13. 
Jason Sciberras, 15. Wayne Berrigan, 17. Shane Hammond, 
48. Gustavo Oreajo, 20. Tim O'Connell, 21. Ryan Noble, 25. 
Marty McCaffery, 26. Luke Boyd, 24. Kurt Van Arkkels, Coach: 
‘Tony Rassmussen 

EAGLES: 1. Jason Holmes, 2. Daniel Borg, 3. Geoff Dwyer, 4. 
Malcolm Meilak, 5. Mark Reveley, 6. Mirko Jurill, 7. Mauricio 
lel Kukucka, 9. Anthony Mondello, 10. Tony 
, 13. Paul O'Grady, 12. Glenn Sprod, 14. 
jen Delicata, 16. Geoff Howarth, 19. 

| Morgan, Coach: Tam Finlayson’ 


Leichhardt Tigers 


CENTRAL COAST 


_VS : 


Central Coast Coasties 


KICK-OFF: 5pm & 3pm, Saturtlay 6 January 2002 
VENUE: Lambert Park, Marion St, Leichhardt 


fhe Tigers posted their 

third straight win last 

start to now sit comfort- 
ably in second position behind 
Bonnyrigg. 

Coach Les De Celis knows 
only too well, he cannot afford a 
slip-up to the Coasties and he will 
be relying on new signing ex- 
Sydney Olympic striker Derek 
Poimer to lead the way for his 
troops. 

The Coasties have promised so 
much this season but injuries to 
key players and some erratic form 
in front of goals have cost them 
dearly. After three straight losses 
they must win to maintain contact 
with the Top Five, though it will 
be a tough ask trying to take 
points from the home side at 
Lambert Park. 


Tesoro, 17. Jason | Lal, 
20. John Paul Boutros, 28. 
Celis : 


Wiliams, 11. Karl Freeman, 
44. Andrew Clark, 15. Pat Bi 


Dale Eggleton 


PENRITH PANTHERS are proudly sponsored by Panthers World of Entertainment, Allied 
Pickfords Business Relocations, Prospect Credit Union, Wizard Home Loans, Soul Sports, 
Bonus Plus (Panthers World of Entertainment), Panarottis Pizza Pasta (Main Lobby, 
Panthers,World of Entertainment), Penrith Press, Hawkesbury Radio 89.7 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS are proudly sponsored by Continental Tyres 
and Western Suburbs Leagues Club 
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here was a “celebrity” Leo Carle was the one their fingers crossed thatthe  mously from the presence of golf and tennis over the holi- The Central Coast Soccer The Devils hope to see 

spectator -at- JENSEN. earning the most pats on the New Year will bring about the Hawkesbury Radio’s day period. Association which owns the some of these supporters 
PARK for the Bankstown y back after his brilliant free- the return of lady luck. crew at home games and A aAad ground, has spent a large back, given defender Matthew 
Penrith game in Round 8, _ kick broke the deadlock,-giy- OOo plans are afoot for the local he CENTRAL COAST amount of money on the — Cachia’s Maltese background. 
one Santa Claus. ing the Bulls a real reason to ~@YUTHERLAND — coach + community station to cover Coasties returned to entire complex over the past Saad 

Mr, Claus was a popular celebrate. Billy McColl posted his some away games too, soon. North Power Stadium for — twelve months, also provid- ONNYRIGG WHITE 
figure as he made his way Ooo first win at the club with the The staff that call the the last match before the ing floodlighting and under- EAGLES’ spokesman 
around the ground handing fer five straight losses Sharks registering a hard gamesarethestation’s head Christmas break and whilst ground watering to the Nick Bilbija has confirmed 
‘out lollies to the kids, but pressure, is mounting fought 2-1 win over St. commentators Noel Selby, — the result did not go their other two pitches and that ace goalkeeper David 
sadly he was unable to deliy- on the short term coaching George in the Southern Derby who has been involved for way they were ecstatic about should be congratulated in Aceyski has broken his left 
er the Lions the Christmas future of CANTERBURY __ in Round Eight. many years with junior soc- the large crowd that attend- their efforts to make Pluim _leg after a tackle during the 
present they so desperately stalwart John Xipolitas. “Thad a few beers after the cer in the coaching side of ed. It was back to the good _ Park the sporting showpiece Round Eight game against 
needed, three competition This weekend’s match up game,” conceded a very things, John Kearns who old days with approximately of the Central Coast. Blacktown City. 
points! with St. George could well relieved McColl, “but pro- hasalso beeninyolvedin the 600 people attending. Oooo “David and Zlatko Donev 

According to Coach — decide the outcome with the — bably not as many as I should sport and Paul Cicosta who It’s back to Pluim Park Cr to Canberra to. from Blacktown were 
Ljube Jancey, the boys are former central defender — have!” is co-commentator and who for the Coasties for their play the BELCONNEN _ inyolved-in a 50-50 tackle 
working hard on the train- backing his boys todo ajob With the Sharks facing a has just recently retired ~ a 
ing track, “We are working _ on their ‘arch enemy,’ number of tough games in the from playing in the local 
on a different style of play “It’sbeenatoughlastfew next few weeks, McColl has junior competition and 
and we are improving with weeks,” conceded Xipolitas, had his troops working hard — whose comments are invalu- 
every sessiony’ said Jancey, “but hayealot of faith that through the Christmas break able. 

“Any | side predicting an the boys can play their way in an effort to have them Sideline Eye is the effer- 
easy game against us will be through this run of poor primed and ready for a push _vescent Warren Dalton who 
sorely mistaken and that form and post afew wins.” up the competition table, also coaches Panthers’ 
starts with Blacktown City There have been some 000% under/11 Cadet League side 
this weekend.” narrow losses in the Berries? nother of BLACK- and has many years experi- 

OOO losing streak and with their TOWN CITY’S talent- — ence as a player, known as a 
home ground of Henson ed juniors is fast earning Melita star for some years. 
himself a reputation in the MAaad 
| National League. raining the place down at 
Ps Adam Kwasnik scored a LAMBERT PARK is an 
ce great goal in his NSL debut Apia star of the past, Derek 
for the Parramatta Power  Poimer, who should be ready 
against rivals Sydney totake to the field and provide The Coasties will head back to Pluim Park after the New Year. 
United back on December — much needed support to Steve 7 
16th and is showing alot of | Karavatakis in the New Year, _ next home match against St. BLUE DEVILS means that and Dayid came off second 
promise, Poimer had pot played for George. The pitch has certain teams can get a little best.” said Bilbija. 

‘The other scorer for the 2 1/2 years, but is fighting fit. undergone a large renova- local support to help them David Aceski comented: 
Power in that game hap- and has fitted in well with his tion programme over recent along. “J am absolutely shattered 
pened to be another former new team mates, also being a months. At West Belconnen in the because I was due to go 
Super League player, Steve neighbour of Kelvin Foster Improved drainage and last game of 2001, the overseas for a contract in 
Eagleton who fans will and James Stubbs-Mills in an underground watering Parramatta Eagles hada wel- January.” 
remember from his time Sydney's farnorthern suburbs system have been installed come surprise in that the Bilbija said that the diag- 
with Bankstown City Lions, and looking forward to and the general pitch sur- Maltese High Commissioner _ nosis from the hospital was 

$000 demonstrating his all round face isslowly getting back to and a large contingent of his that David would not play 

AINTS' fans will be very sporting prowess by challeng- one of the best in the staff were onhand to cheer on again this season. 

relieved to hear that mid- ing them both to games of Premier League. the team. 
fielder George Maglis has 

A product a the anal Blacktown City made a full recovery from a e 
Demons/West Ham United youth academy, Adam _dose of the chicken pox. Fairfield Bulls wien cite 
Kwasnik (left) took to the NSL like a fish to water. Maglis has been. missing 


from the Saints’ starting line- 
he FAIRFIELD BULLS park still out of action it up for the past few rounds, VS.- 
enjoyed a night away after ad 


5 i hasn’t been easy, restricted to bed in an effort to 
their Round Eight win over “We haye been forced to overcome the dreaded virus. 
Central Coast just before yse other venues,” said But according to Coach 7 Belconnen Blue Devils 
Christmas. Xipolitas, “and we have felt Manny Spanoudakis, he has 

The players, coaches, com- ike nomads, We have even trained strongly and will be 


mittee and even a few fans trained one night at pushing for his old spot this KICK-OFF: 6.30pm & 4.30pm, Saturday 5 January 2002 
stayed overnight on the Coast Camdenville Oval 2 th G 4 cs 

; ‘amdenville Oval when the week. - Ni A hel 
enjoying some well eared sprinklers eame on, such eee VENUE: Nineveh Field, 673 Smithfield Road, Edensor Park 
time out to recharge the bat- has been our luck.” ENRITH PANTHERS ; : 
NSIS Berries’ fans will have I have benefited enor- T= looms asa cracking 


match and pits two of the 
form teams of the competi- 
tion head to head. 


NEW SOUTH WALES skeet 


past five starts and sit comfortably in | Payj Richardson, 7. Ray. cae ae 
REMIER LEAGU H-} thre spo on the ade, Hewat 
But what have been most impres- 
sive are their defence and goalkeep- = ‘i : 
er Frank Mikuletic, who haven't 
conceded a goal in over 270 minutes 
of football. 
Belconnen has been quietly going 
about their business and have posted 
five straight wins to be sitting on the 
edge of the Top Five. 
Striker Daniel Macor could well 
hold the key to their chances having 
scored 7 goals in the sides past four 
Starts, to be their leading goalscorer. 


5-257 Meurants Lane 
AS ee | FAIRFIELD BULLS ARE PROUDLY SPONSORED BY = com_| 


Phone: (02) 9629 1800 : 
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W Premier CL 


Milan Crnokrak slides in for Bonnyrigg in an attempt to disposses Damien Brown of Blacktown City. Mark Racker of 
Bonnyrigg looks on. Crnokrak was brought to Fairfield in the winter of 2001 but was not a part of the Bulls’ summer 
plans. Damien Brown continues to take the NSL by storm for Parramatta Power while Mark Racker went from Bonnyrigg 
to Sydney United to Blacktown City and was recently released by the Demons. 


Two-time NSWSF ‘Coach of the Year’ John Turner checked | Paul Richardson, then of Bonnyrigg chases Craig Sharpley 
out of the Serbian Centre in 2000 and took the Fairfield E in the blue of Eastern Suburbs, Richardson transferred to 
Bulls to second position in the 2001 Winter Super League. Archie Markopoulos, currently of St George, went from Gabbie Stadium and now calls Nineveh Field home, where 
UT has just accepted a lucrative offer to coach NSW State Sutherland Sharks to Stanmore Hawks to St George. The coincidentally, he is coached by rione other than 
League club, Hakoah. cs Ppacy midfielder played the previous winter for Dulwich Hill. Craig Sharpley. 
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Fairfield Bulls e 
Parramatta Eagles 
Blacktown City 


Belconnen Blue Devils © 
LL THE SCORERS) | #22 
Central Coast Coasties 


11- J Aschner Canterbury Marrickville. 


8- A Mondello, D Macor ee 


6- J Bakis, J Nikas ee: 

5- R Hutchinson UNDE 

4- Z Donev, R Gomez, M Hoenselaars, G Trposki Leichhardt Tigers 

3- K Karanasos, A Kotsopoulos, M Borg, D Cummins, S Lazzari, Central Coast Coastics _ 
V Tomasevic, A Picken, M Pfrengle, S Knight, S Karavatakis Gity Demons 


2- L Boyd, C Paradisis, O El Ali, A Amegashie, D locca, D Kukucka, 
P Preston, J Connolly, N Imaya, I MacDonald, M Reveley, 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles - 


S Livingstone, K Rastall, M Katz, S La Rocca, L Carle Canterbury Marrickville 


1- J Danaskos, H Jomaa, M Beldham, $ Riches, P Gagetti, D Camara, Penrith Panthers 
St George Saints 


am Mm © © © oO 


D Smith, H Karl, A Mammoliti, A Snyder, A Trpkoski, J Fotiadis, _ Sutherland Shark: 

J Mancino, J Pillemer, J Brown, M Hagger, D Burt, M Meilak, D Reid, Bankstown City Lions 

J Ghisso, C Bradley, C Luff, T Popovich, A Petratos, S Lyons, 

E Zwangobani, G Howarth, S Matthews, J Stubbs-Mills, M Williams, S Jimmy Aschner (Boni 

B Dragas, J Sciberras, D Langan, P Marosevic, D O’Han, J Rufo, Daniel Macor (Belconnen 


Anthony Mondello (Parra 


D Harding Jim Bakis (Parramatta Ea 
- Jim Nikas (Blacktown City Di 


Signed from Sydney United was Mirko eveley has been at Meli 
durilj. since the mid 1980s. 
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DATE 


JANUARY 15-24, 2002 
VALENTINE SPORTS PARK, GLENWOOD 
HOME OF THE NEW SOUTH WALES SOCCER FEDERATION 


GROUNDNO _ DATE 


MATCHNO KICKOFF TIME 


MATCH NO- 


aApsw (&) 


THE DRAW 


KICK OFF TIME 


‘15th jan 
15th Jan 


15th jan 
15th Jan 


15th Jan 


2:30 


2ist Jan 


Bist jan 
2istjan 


2ist jan 


= 2istjan 


2st Jan 


24 


6:00. 
4:00 


2:00, 
4:00 
6:00 


sth Jan 


16th Jan 


‘Moth jan 


ween > ele ea >> >|S 


2:00 
4:00 
6:00 
200 
4:00 


6:00 


ema ba ole oe a> >>| 


N. Caledonia New Zealand 


~ DAY 


NOTE: THE FINAL DAY OF MATCHES IS ON THE 24TH OF JANI 


DETAILS WILL BE RELEASED SHORTLY 


ne Lh saa, 


Official Clothing 
Supplier to NSW 
Soccer Federation 
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Foreign Leagues 
awash with Brazilians 


razil has broken its 
own record for the 
export of professional 


footballers, according to fig- 
ures released last week by 
the Brazilian football feder- 
ation (CBF). 

Beiween January and 
November 200! a total of 733 
players left Brazilian shores to 
join a foreign club — a 4.51 
per cent increase on last year’s 
highest figure of 701. 

The most popular destina- 
tion was Portugal (30%) and 
Japan (10%). 

The most lucrative transfer 
of the year was that of 21- 
year-old Geovanni Deiberson, 
who moved from Brazilian 
side Cruzeiro to Spanish 


Liverpool's new signing, France’s Nicolas Anelka (right) is watched by Aston Villa's Olof Mellberg in his debut game, last week. 


giants Barcelona in June on a 
five-year deal for 18 million 


ANELKA TIPPED TO SUCCEED 
AT LIVERPOOL 


jormer Liverpool FC midfielder 

Steve McManaman, now with 

Real Madrid, believes that Nicolas 
Anelka, who signed from Paris St 
Germain on loan for Liverpool last 
week, can be a success at Anfield if he 
learns from his mistakes, the Mirror 
reported. 

Macca, who played with the 22-year-old 
controversial French international at Real 
Madrid, “| think the problem with 
Nicolas was that when he came to Madrid 
he was a very young man, only 20 or so, 
and he didn’t speak the language. 

“T know how hard it is, hecause | arrived 
at the same time and I have to stress that 1 
got on very well with him, | knew him from 
the Premiership. He spoke a little bit of 
English and we got on together. But he did- 
n't speak any Spanish, and the basic prob- 
lem that he didn’t get on with any of 
the Spanish players. | think there is a per- 
ception that he is a little bit arrogant and a 
bit of a loner, but I think the real problem 
is that people didn’t understand him. 

“They thought he was aloof, when in 
fact, he’s just a very shy lad and, remember, 
he was very young and moving to a coun- 
try where he didn’t speak the language, 

“The way he acted, for me, was pretty 
normal given the circumstances. I think 

“anyone at his age would have seemed the 
same, especially if they were as shy as him. 
But it was misconstrued and some of the 
Spanish lads didn't like him. There were 
problems, especially when he was saying 
that no one was passing to him and things 
like that, but 1 think he was misunder- 
stood,” 

McManaman added that for all the prob- 
lems people say the French ace has, 
nobody can argue with his talent. 

“[ think even the people at our club who 


didn’t like him would be the first to say that 
he was a fantastic talent and he did really 
well for iis. 

“If he can just get on with it without any 
of the baggage, then he'll do great for 
Liverpool. He's a fantastic player, great 
pace and a really top-class finisher, so you 
are getting quality. 

“{ don’t think it’s fair to go on about the 
problems he had at Madrid. Maybe it was 
more difficult for him because of the cir- 
cumstances when he left Arsenal, but now 
he's got a clean slate and he can show 
everyone. 


razilian fringe _international 
Bee said he is mulling over the 
offer of a moye to Italian second 
division side Napoli. 
Romario, who is currently in the middle of 
a financial dispute with his Brazilian club 
‘Vasco de Gama, gave no further details of the 
proposal. 
The 35-year-old journeyman began his pro 
career with Vasco before moving to Europe 


As I've said, if you are just talking about 
playing football, then nobody at Real 
Madrid would argue with Nicolas's talent. 

“He played his part for us, because we 
won the Champions League in his only 
season and I must admit | thought it was a 
bit of a surprise he left after that. 

“I think if people realise he’s still young, 
and basically a very shy lad who suffers 
from pressures like the rest of us, then he 
can do really well for Liverpool,” said the 
England international. 


and spending five seasons at Dutch side PSV 
Eindhoven, then two seasons at Spanish 
Jeague giants Barcelona, 

However relations with his present club 
have turned sour due to a dispute over money 
he is allegedly owed. 

Former Brazil international favourite 
Romario, who has also played for Valencia in 
Spain and Flamengo in Brazil, is reported to 
be owed four million dollars. 
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Steve McManaman 


dollars. eS 

It was the biggest deal in 
the 80-year history of 
Cruzeiro, who are based in the 
southeastern city of Minas 
Gerais, 


MARSEILLE 
FANS IN 


Romario Ponpers Napoii Move 


Romario: Interested in playing in Italy. 


roof, is put at several hundre 
sand marks. 
| Yoeller, who w: 


where he had been club man 
t from 1996 until last year, 
foelier and his family have, ho 


oach 


I'm not quitting, 
vows 68 yr-old Robson 


ewcastle United boss 
Ne Robson has stated 

that he has no plans to 
retire from football management 
and will continue for at least one 
more season. 

The 68-year-old has transformed 
the fortunes of his hometown club 
since his arrival in 1999 - guiding 
them to the top of The Premiership. 

Robson, who is on a yearly rolling 
contract, has-now pledged his fore- 
seeable future to Newcastle, 

“Thaven’t made up my mind about 
when I will finish, but I still see 
myself here this time next year,” said 
Robson. “Then T will look at the sit- 
uation again. 

“When I’m asked how long I 
intend to stay my answer is simple - 
I'll pack it in when I wake up and 
don’t want to-come into work, and 
I'm certainly not in that position at 
the moment,” 

Despite Newcastle being top of 
the league at Christmas, following 
away scalps of Arsenal and Leeds, 
the former England boss is playing 
down his side’s title credentials. 

“Tf we finish in the top six, we will 
have made a marked improvement 
and next year would give us another 
budget and another chance,” he said. 

“The only way we will be able to 
progress to a higher level is through 
buying bigger and better, but every 


club is spending more and there are 
no formalities in the Premiership. 


lackburn late last week ‘clinched the 

signing of Andy Cole from 

Manchester United on a three-and- 
a-half year contract. And the 30-year-old 
England striker revealed his frustration at 
being left on the bench at Old Trafford 
had forced him to leave the champions. 
Cole told a press conference after 
Blackburn's 1-0 defeat at home to Derby: ‘It 
was a big decision. When you leave a club 
like Manchester United it's always going to 
be a big decision. 

‘Lam 30 and it’s very important that in the 

next few years I’m playing football. That’s 
all I want to do. I don’t enjoy being on the 
bench. 
‘Lam really looking forward to playing 
here. T spoke at great length to the manager 
and at what he was looking to do at the club 
and that made my mind up.” 

Rovers did not reveal what the fee was for 
Cole, who signed a four-year deal with 
United in February, but manager Graeme 
Souness was delighted to have captured a 
player he hopes can end his side’s problems 
in front of goal. 

‘Tam absolutely delighted. I've said all 
season that the thing we have missed is 
someone who is a goalscorer and, in Andy, 
we've gone for the very best. It would be 
hard for-us to make a better signing. ‘I’m 
really happy. Players are very expensive and 
the board have pushed the boat out.” 


Tunisia drops W-Cup players 


orld Cup _ finalists 
Tunisia haye sacked 
three players from their 


squad following violent incidents in 
recent club matches, a soccer offi- 
cial said. ; 

Goalkeeper Mohamed Zouabi, 
striker Imed Benyounes and defender 
Mohamed Mkacher were dismissed, 
a Tunisian Football Federation offi- 
cial toid Reuters. 

‘The three players were sacked 
from the national team after the inci- 
dents in Sfax and Sousse, as such 
behaviour does not fit the sport's 
spirit,” said the official, who did not 
wish to be named. 

Esperance de Tunis’s Zouabi and 
Etoile du Sahel’s Mkacher were 
among players involved in violence 
which marred a game on Sunday in 
the coastal city of Sousse. Etoile beat 
Esperance 2-0. 

Benyounes, from Club Sfaxien, 
was punished for punching Hammam 
Lif coach Ridha Akacha a week ago 
when the two sides played a first 
division match in the southern city of 
Sfax. 

Tunisia’s French coach Henri 
Michel has replaced the three sacked 
players in his squad of 22 for 
Thursday's friendly against an 
Andalucian select team in Seville, 
Spain. 

The squad includes Brazilian-born 
Adailtén Parreira do Santos - who 
recently received Tunisian citizen- 
ship - goalkeeper Chokri el Ouer and 
veteran internationals © Mounir 


Andy Cole: Surplus to 
requirements at Old Trafford. 


Blackburn will complete Cole's registra- 
tion on Monday and he will be available for 
the game against Tottentiam on New Year's 
Day. Cole added: ‘Manchester United is a 
great club and I had seven great years there 
and won just about everything going. 

“But there is no chance of me playing reg- 
ularly so it did not take me long to make my 
mind up. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCC: 


Boukadida and Zoubir Baya. 
Tunisia will play Liberia in a 
friendly on Sunday in Tunis before 
the African Nations Cup finals begin 
on January 19 in Mali. 
Tunisia are drawn in group H for 


‘England 
World 


ugoslay FA president 
\ Dragan Stojkovic has said 
he believes England have a 
great chance of lifting the World 
Cup in Japan and South Korea. 
The former Yugoslav international, 
the youngest FA 
president in the 
world at the age of 
just 36, has been 
impressed with the 
Progress made since 
Sven Goran 
Eriksson tock over 
as England manager. 
He believes that if 
England can make it 
through a difficult group 
Stage and then overcome 
favourites France in the second 
round, they would have nothing to 


next year’s World Cup finals in South 
Korea and Japan. They face co-hosts 
Japan, Belgium and Russia, It is the 
third time Tunisia have played in the 
World Cup finals after-1978 and 1998 


can win 


up’ 


Stojkovic spoke as he visited the 
English FA’s Soho headquarters to 
forge closer links between the associ- 
ations, J 

He said: ‘I think Sven Goran 
Eriksson came to England to qualify 
for the 2004 European 
Championships7- but 
he is ahead of sched- 
ule. 

‘England have a very 
good team and have a 
good chance in the 


World Cup. - 

‘France must be 
favourites and 
Argentina and Italy 


must always be watched 
but I think if England were to 

play France and get past them in 
the second round, they have the capa- 


fear for the remainder of the tourna- 
ment, 


bility to go all the way.’ 


‘Tl be playing for a manager who won 
everything himself in his playing days and 
Tam really looking forward to it. 


Souness’ stature, He was a great player. 
“Graeme is trying to do something like 
“The manager has bought me to score Kenny Dalglish did when he was here- 
goals and I have been fortunate to score a Dalglish got players in here and I think he 
few in my career. (Souness) will do the same,’ 


Koeman angry over 
Ajax attacks © 


jax head coach Ronald Koeman has stated 
A= he may be compelled to leave his post due 

to the fans criticism after the 1-3 defeat by 
Utrecht. 

“All these critics can make me leave Holland, 
However, I will still stay here because I assumed this fe 
position not long time ago,” Koeman declared. 

In response to the attitude of his side’s fans, Ajax head 
coach stated: “Unfortunately, they lack for respect. It is 
different in Spain. There coaches don’t become subjects 
of offense. While the situation in Dutch stadiums is 
becoming worse and worse. 

If certain measures are not taken I will be compelled, 
to leave. 


Ronald Koeman 
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2014 


of Argentinian Hector Cuper, are a 
fi 4 Scudetto. Their last one was in 
‘Prapations ‘was coach, 
(0. much but have defiver 


te Moratti, fe Spent pilions aie 
nt Has) $0. a at least, cel failed. 


y Were expected to win, | 


ct for Juve is the combination of David 


Del Piero 


bouncing back 


Alessandro Del Piero finally 

get his career back on track, a 
welcome tonic for Italian football 
fans ahead of the 2002 World 
Cup. 

In January of this year Del Piero 
was still feeling his way back from 
injury that had blighted his previ- 
us two seasons and had left many 
wondering whether he would ever 
return to the same form that made 
him one of the world’s top foot- 
balling talents. 

But by the end of the year Del 
Piero is at full throttle again, a wel- 
come sight for Italy fans just five 
months before the ‘Azzurri’ bid for 
what would be a record-equalling 
fourth title — qualification was 
assured by Del Piero’s freekick in 
the 1-0 victory over Hungary at 
Parma. 

On learning that Portugal's Luis. 
Figo had won FIFA’s World Player 
of the Year award and England’s 
Michael Owen the European award 
(Ballon d'Or), the 27-year-old Del 
Piero showed his refound confi- 
dence when asked who would be 
garlanded next year. 

“The race for next year’s awards 
has already started and I hope to be 
among the contenders,” he said. 

At club level Del Piero has 
struck a lethal partnership this sea- 
son with Frenchman David 
Trezeguet, the pair having scored 
17 goals betwen them in Serie A. It 
has been a similar story in the 
Champions League. 

Del Piero is a survivor of the 
Juventus side that last won 
Europe’s premier club competition 
in 1995-6 when he was part of the 
famous trident attack featuring 
Gianluca Vialli and Fabrizio 
Ravanelli. 

The latter two were quickly 
moved out of the club but Juventus 
quite simply did not dare sell Del 
Piero, a darling of the side he had 
joined at the age of 16 fora pittance 
from Padova (Padua). 

A lifelong ‘Juventino’ Del Piero 
admits he remembered celebrating 
asa child Juve’s first European Cup 
win in 1985 over Liverpool but 
then feeling ashamed when he 
understood that 39 mainly Juve 
fans had died in the Heyset 
Stadium. 

Victory in 1995-6 meant he had 
helped give Juventus fans a triumph 
they could really be happy about 
and he followed that up in 
November when his goal helped 
defeat Argentina’s River Plate to 
win the Intercontinental Cup. 

But despite a memorable year at 
club level, Del Piero flopped for 
Italy in Euro 96 as Italy were elim- 
inated at the first hurdle. 

The trophies continued to come 
at club level but still Del Piero dis- 
appointed with Italy and the 1998 
World Cup in France proved equal- 


[: 2001 saw Juventus striker 
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ly disappointing. 

Tn 2000 came the latest chance 
for Del Piero to shine but now there 
was a new threat in the shape of AS 
Roma’s Francesco Totti, who had 
replaced Del Piero as the golden 
boy of Italian football. 

He spent much of the tournament 
on the bench and when he emerged 
as a substitute in the final with Italy 
leading France 1-0 he missed two 
golden chances to kill the match — 
France took full advantage to win 
21. 

Some in Italy have not forgiven 
him. But after a year that has seen 
Del Piero emerge again as a gen- 
uine force in Italian football the 
year 2002 could be the chance for 
him to finally repay the debt. 


hievo head coach Luigi Del 
Neri, who has always been 
modest, even doesn’t want 
to hear about “scudetto.” 
“We can’t even think of ‘scudetto.” 
All, except for us, think of it, We 
can't achieve it, 


lhe Italian clubs have begun 

their winter transfer cam- 

paign, the Italian daily 
Gazzetta dello Sport reported. 


Unimpressive at Lazio. 


Alessandro Del Piero: Rediscovering his old form. 


t win the league 
Chievo coach 


“Scudetto’ is a mirage for us. At 
present we have (© do our best not to 
reach a lower division,” the head 
coach announced. 

Chievo successes in the Italian 
championship have not made Dé 
Neri fall into euphoria. 


The two Italian sides, Lazio and 
Inter FC are discussing a swap of 
Lazio’s players Gaizka Mendieta and 
Giuseppe Pancaro for Inter’s 
Stephane Dalmat. 

Lazio are willing to part with a 
couple of their players. The first on 
the list come the names of Pancaro 
and Mendieta, who have fallen out of 
Lazio’s vice-president Massimo 
Cragnotti’s favour. 

‘The Italians are especially keen to 
dispense form the Spain midfielder 
Mendieta ... The midfielder, who 
joined the Italian side from Valencia, 
is likely to be accompanied by 
Pancaro during his move to Milan 
side. 

Meanwhile, if the swap does take 
place and Dalmat joins Lazio, the 
side will become his 6th club in 6 
years after Chateauroux, Lens, 
Olympique Marseille, PSG and Inter. 
21-year-old Dalmat joined the Italian 
outfit during the previous transfer 
window from the Parisian side. 

Eyer since the Frenchman regular- 
ly won the first team place till he sus- 
tained an injury, recovering from 
which he, however failed to-win back 


“Now Lam always busy. I was free 
earlier but now even I can’t go to cafe 
to drink just a cup of coffee. This 
means that it is not afways pleasant to 
have glory because it causes difficul- 
ties,” Del Neri added. 


his place in the line-up and was left 
on the bench, performing rather occa- 
sionally. Meanwhile at Lazio he will 
be given a chance to have a new start.~ 


ARSENAL 2 
MIDDLESBROUGH 1 
Kn wasted a good early 

chance for Arsenal at 
Highbury before Noel Whelan 
beat goalkeeper Stuart Taylor to 
give the visitors a surprise 22nd- 
minute lead. 

But Robert Pires made it 1-1 
with a superb volley just before the 
hour mark and Ashley Cole 
popped up with a powerful header 
10 minutes from time as Arsenal 
hit back to go top of the table. 


ASTON VILLA 1 
TOTT’ HOTSPUR 1 
ee Keller made his debut in 

goal for Spurs after Neil 
Sullivan was dropped, but his day 
was ruined when Juan Pablo Angel 
equalised from the penalty spot in 
the last minute after a foul by 
Darren Anderton, 

Les Ferdinand had given Glenn 
Hoddle’s side the lead seven min- 
utes before the break, registering 
his 150th premier league career 
goal, 


BLACKBURN 0) 
DERBY COUNTY 
wi Manchester United strik- 

er Andy Cole set to sign for 
Blackburn, his team mates-in- 
waiting showed why they need 
him as they failed to score, 

Striker Malcolm Christie gave 
Derby, third from bottom at the 
start of the day, a crucial win with 
the winning goal after 40 minutes, 


= 


BOLTON W’DERERS 2 
LEICESTER CITY 2 
ichael Ricketts equalised in 
the dying seconds to rescue a 
point for nine-man Bolton in a 
remarkable match against 10-man 
Leicester at the Reebok Stadium. 
Bolton had Paul Warhurst and 
Dean Holdsworth sent off for reck- 
less challenges on Robbie Savage 
in the first half as Leicester took an 
early two-goal lead through a 
Ricketts own goal and Brian 
Deane. 


West Ham's Trevor Sinclair (left) shields the ball from Liverpool's Viadimir Smicer. 


GUNNERS GRAB LEAD 


Keyin Nolan pulled one back 
for Bolton before the break and 
Leicester's Muzzy Izzet picked up 
his second yellow card for a foul 
after 69 minutes, Referee Mike 
Riley gave him his first for diving. 


EVERTON 0 
CHARLTON ATH. 3 
raham Stuart gave Charlton 
the lead against his former 
club after 29 minutes. 

Jason Euell doubled the visi- 
tors’ advantage after 62 minutes 
and Paul Gascoigne’s appearance 
as a second-half substitute cou'd 
not prevent Everton slipping to 
their fourth consecutive defeat. 

Paul Konchesky sealed the win 
with a third goal two minutes from 
time, 


Arsenal's Patrick Vieira (top) leaps over a tackle by 
Middlesbrough’s Gareth Southgate. 


IPSWICH TOWN ~ 5 
SUNDERLAND 0 
underland had kept three clean 


sheets in four matches before, 


their capitulation at Portman Road. 

Alun Armstrong (2), Thomas 
Gaardsoe and Finidi George gave 
Ipswich a four-goal lead inside the 
first 31 minutes of the match. 

Sunderland tightened up after 
the break, but Jamie Clapham 
made it five for struggling Ipswich 
after 86 minutes, 


NEWCASTLE UTD 1 
CHELSEA 2 
E* Gudjohnsen’s —35th- 

minute opener was cancelled 
out by an Alan Shearer header just 
two minules later at St James’ 
Park. 

Gudjohnsen, the Iceland inter- 
national, pounced once more on 
the stroke of halftime to give 
Chelsea the lead and despite 
Newcastle's best efforts, the 
London club held firm. 


SOUTHAMPTON 0 
LEEDS UNITED 1 
We Bowyer ensured he stayed 

in the headlines by* grabbing 
an 89th-minute winner for title 
contenders Leeds, 

He slipped the ball under goal- 
Keeper Paul Jones after being 
played in by Mark Viduka. 
Bowyer had seen a first-half strike 
ruled out for offside, while Tan 
Harte crashed a free kick onto 
Jones’ crossbar midway through 
the first period for a dominant 
Leeds. 


WEST HAM UTD 1 
LIVERPOOL 1 
ichael Owen came off the 
bench to score his 100th 
Liverpool goal and rescue a point 
for the visitors with just two min- 
utes of the match remaining. 


Nicolas Anelka, making his full 


debut for Liverpool, should have 
given his new team mates a first- 
half lead but former Liverpool 
keeper David James denied him 
With™a double save’ from» point 
blank range, 

* Trevor Sinclair put West Ham in 
front six minutes before half time 
with a rasping drive. 


THIS 
WEEK 


(Tuesday, January 1) 
Chariton Ath. vs 
Ipswich Town 


Tottenham vs 
Blackburn Rovers 


Chelsea vs 
Southampton 


Leeds Utd vs 
West Ham 


Leicester vs 
Arsenal 


Liverpool vs 
Bolton Wanderers 


Middlesbrough vs 


Everton 


Sunderland vs 
Aston Villa 


(Wed, January 2) 
Manchester Utd vs 
Newcastle Utd 


Derby County vs 
Fulham 


2 aoe Charlton 
Neweastle ‘Uid 1 Chel; 


Blackburn Rovers 
Bolton Wanderers 
|, Middlesbrough 
‘Southampton 
Cou 


ps i 
Leicester City 


| Nottingham Fores: 
| Wednesday 0 Norwich 5, Stockport O Birmingham 3, Walsall 01 
Wimbledon 2 Preston 0, Wolverhampton 1 Sheffield United 


Burnley 

| Man City. 
Wolverhampton 
Nonwich 
Mauve 


| Coventry = 
} Crystal Palace 


Blackpool’? Brighton 2. Cambridge Usd 0 Peierborough 
Bristol City 3, Chesterfield 2 Notts County. 1, ‘Hudders! 
Norhampion 0 Oldhatn 1, Port Vale 3 Colehisier |, OPI 

| Swindon 3 Bury 1, Tranmere 1 Brentford a 
Wrexham G Reading 2 f 
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Obscure 
Athletico 


turn 


new 


leaf 


thletic Bilbao are sud- 

denly challenging for 

a Champions’ League 
spot alongside Real Madrid 
and Deportivo La Coruna 
after years of mid-table 
obscurity - and the main rea- 
son for their resurgence is 
coach Jupp Heynckes. 

“The players need to put a 
different microchip in their 
heads,” said Heynckes in the 
summer, as he geared up for 
his second spell in charge of 
the Basque club he first man- 
aged between 1992 and 1994. 

‘And, to all intents and pur- 
poses, that’s what he has done, 

The German has managed 
to re-wire the minds of players 
who had forgotten what repre- 
senting the Pais Vasco was all 
about. 

In the past two champi- 
onships, where Athletic stum- 
bled to lowly 14th and Ith 
place finishes, to beat 
Barcelona at the Nou Camp, as 
they did recently, would have 
been unthinkable. 

Athletic had given up chas- 
ing lost causes and were being 
defeated by a single goal far 
too many times. 

President Javier Uria, who 
won the presidential elections 
in the summer, had let every- 
body know that he would 
replace Txetxu Rojo, who 
failed (0 reinvigorate Bilbao 
during his one and only year in 
charge, with Heynckes. 

Uria, who has taken Bilbao 
back to the trusty days of 
nepotism when the board was 
populated by the president’s 
family members and close 
friends, vowed to “turn a new 
leaf”, 

“We have to row in the 
same direction and that's what 
we are going to do. With 
effort, hard work and honesty 
we can achieve what we've 
said we want to during the 
election build-up.” 

The 39-year-old property 
and telecommunications 
tycoon looked to the former 
Bayern Munich coach to stir 
the club’s fortunes, 

The German was out of 
work after an acrimonious 
split with Benfica and had 
gone some way to proving 

* himself in Spain, leading Real 
Madrid to their 1998 
Champions’ League triumph. 

Furthermore, he had a repu- 
tation as a disciplinarian and 
Uria desperately wanted. the 
German to restore order and 
drive to a disheveled side that 

_ bore scant resemblance to the 
gritty glory team of 1984 
which scooped the Spanish 
treble. 


Heynckes, 56, was of the 
same mind as Uria. “An 
Athletic player works hard, is 
physically fit and has a strong 
will to win. They give their 
best and are sacrificial - that's 
why I'm sure we're going to 
have to change a lot of things,” 
he said. 

He also spelt out his master 

plan for success. 
“In life you have to be 
ambitious. The players need to 
be aware that from now on we 
are going to work in a different 
way because each coach has 
their own mentality and phi~ 
losophy of work. 

“Mine is very defined as far 
as the game, preparation and 
hunger goes, I like to strive for 
the best every day. The players 
who know me will know that 
my sides look to improve with 
each performances through 
modifying their attitude and 
behaviour. 

“The fans are hoping to see 
the team make a comeback 
after last season. 1 want to get 
Athletic as far up the table as 
possible.” 

Athletic started thé season 
with just the sort of galvanis- 
ing result they needed - a 3-1 
win in a fiery Basque derby 
with Real Sociedad. 

‘The mood in the camp was 
euphoric, but that only served 
to irk the level-headed 
German. He knew there was a 
Jong way to go and refused to 
give free reign to triumphalism 
after a single match, 

“I'm not happy about the 
reaction,” he said. “It was only 
the first game and I won't 
allow my team to relax. There 
are still plenty of things that 
need to be improved and the 


Spanish Primera Liga 


Chile’s national team player Villaseca (right) 
advances with the ball before Catalonia's Sergio 
during their friendly game at the Nou Camp stadi- 
um in Barcelona, 


team has only shown half the 
skills I expect of them.” 

This cautious, conservative 
approach has paid dividends, 
Athletic defeated Barca 2-1 
despite only having ten men 
from early in the second half 
when Jesus Lacruz was sent 
off. 

Ithad only taken Heynckes, 
who has also coached 
Eintracht Frankfurt, two 
months to restore the club's 
battling identity. It was fitting 
that his most impressive tri- 
umph should come against the 
team who in 1999 had overtak- 
n Bilbao in the Copa del Rey 
victory stakes with their 24th 
win. 

The resurgence did not end 
there, Athletic have since beat- 
en Real Zaragoza, rallied to 
draw with Seville and defeated 
Osasuna to secure joint third 
place with Celta Vigo and Real 
Betis going into the New Year. 

‘The Zaragoza result was a 
particular triumph for Uria 
since Rojo had returned to the 
Romareda for his second spell 
after leaving San Mames, It 
showed that the club were 
moving forward, 

‘The summer clear-out has 
played its part in the progress. 
Seven players moved out for 
seven to come in, even though 


Heynckes has kept faith with 
the old stagers and there are 
few youngsters in the side. 

But, it has been a revolution 
of the hearts and minds rather 
than the playing squad. The 
pach has made the best of 
what was available, most 
importantly the talismanic 
Julen Guerrero and veteran 
forward Urzaiz. 

Dropped from the Spain 
team by Jose Antonio 
Camacho, hé sorely needed to 
find his influential best if he 
wanted to book a place next 
summer in Japan and South 
Korea. 

‘The pundits now believe he 
is a safe bet for the World Cup 
squad. 

Urzaiz, 30, has once again 
found the form that earned him 
Spain call-up when Camacho 
first took charge of the selec- 
cion and is top scorer with ten 
goals. 

‘There is over six months of 
the season to go but it is a 
question of so far so good. 

Heynckes has surpassed 
expectations, marshalling his 
charges back down into the 
united-against-the-world 
trenches. 

Athletic Bilbao, the club 
that never used to say die, are 
back on the war path. 


Cryuff blasts Barca coach 


arcelona —_ex-coach 
Johan Cruyff made a 
public statement on 


TY, saying the club members 
have nothing to complain 


THIS 
WEEKEND 


January 6) 
vs Zaragoza - 
dy Sal 


“Malaga vs Espanyol 


over the team’s current pres- 
ident, who was elected by 
their own will. 

The Dutch coach also 
revealed about the latest 
remarks of Carles Rexach and 
Brazilian striker Rivaldo. 

“The head coach confirms 
that he can’t manage his 
duties, saying that the team’s 
success depends only on 
Rivaldo and not the whole 
team,” said Cruyff. 

The Dutch coach also com- 
mented over the Catalan club’s 
present situation in the nation- 
al championship. 

“3arcelona have only 27 
points, and this is obviously a 
very poor result.” Cruyff also 
revealed about Rivaldo’s inter- 
view to the Italian Corriere 


dellog 
“Sport, 
where the 
player 
con - 
firmed 
the team 
lack Luis 
Figo. 


Carlos Rexach 


pretty sure 
that Figo’s 
absence has no way with the 
team’s failures.” 

The Dutch coach also stated 
about Espanyol coach Paco 
Flores. 

“T like the way he works 
with young players. This is one 
of the few clubs which is real- 
ly successful.” 
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WORLD LEAGUES 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 


Ajax Amsterdam 
Feyenoord Rotterdam 
PSV Eindhoven 
NAC Breda 
Heerenveen 

FC Utrecht 
Vitesse Amhem 
RKC Waalwijk 
NEC Nijmegen 
FC Den Bosch 
Willem II Tilburg 
Twente Enschede 
AZ Alkmaar 
Roda JC Kerkrade 
Sparta Rotterdam 
FC Groningen 

De Graafschap 
Fortuna Sittard 


- NEXT ROUND FIXTURES 


(Friday, January 25) 
Sparta vs Heerenveen 


(Saturday, January 26) 
Roda JC vs Twente Enschede 


PSV vs NAC Breda 


De Graafschap vs Fortuna 


Sittard 


(Sunday, January 27) 


Vitesse vs NEC 
AZ Alkmaar vs Ajax 


Den Bosch vs Groningen 
RKC Waalwijk vs Willem I 


Sagesse 3 Racing 2, Shabab Al-Sahel 1 Homenmen 0, Al-Ahed 1 Al-Ansar 1, Al- 
Tadamon Tyre 0) Safa 1, Al-Salam Zghorta 1 Al-Ahly Sidon 1, Homenetmen 0 Al- 
Bourj 1, Al-Nijmeh 3 Akha-Ahly 0. 


Al-Salam Zghorta 
Safa 

Shabab Al-Sahel 
Sagesse 

Al-Ahed 
Al-Ansar 
Al-Nijmeh 
Al-Tadamon Tyre 
Al-Bourj 
Homenmen 
Racing Club 
Homenetmen 
Akha-Ably 
Al-Ahly Sidon 


P 
18 
17 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
18 
19 
19 
18 
19 
18 
19 
18 
18 
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CELTIC SKIP AWAY FROM THE PACK 


ampant Celtic maintained their ten-point advantage at the 
R= of the Scottish Premier League, while a comeback goal 
by Michael Mols ensured Rangers didn’t fall further behind 
the champions. Hibernian shared the spoils with Heart of 
Midlothian in the Edinburgh dezby. 
John Hartson gave Celtic an early lead at Dundee United with a neat 
goal, 
The midfielder then set up Stilian Petrov for an easy finish as the 
leaders took a decisive grip on what had looked a tricky trip to Tayside. 
Second half goals from Henrik Larsson and man-of-the-match Alan 
Thompson, who converted an exquisite free-kick, left the Arabs in dis- 
array. 
Earlier in the day, Rangers defeated St. Johnstone at home 1-0. 
Mols netted in the second minute to bring some relief to the 
Dutchman whose career has been in doubt for the last two years after 
he picked up a knee injury in a collision with Bayern Munich goal- 
keeper Oliver Kahn 


Claudio Caniggia set Ronald de Boer clear and the Holland mid- } 
fielder produced a defence-splitting pass to put his fellow countryman. } 


But the Saints fought back 
from the early set back with 
Tommy Lovenkrands, the 
older brother of Rangers’ 
winger Peter, supplying 
Willie Falconer, who forced | 
Stefan Klos to save. 

Molls, De Boer and 
Fernando Ricksen then all 
missed opportunities for the 
Gers to seal an unforgettable 
match. Kevin McKenna’s 
scuffed shot looked as though 
it was going to be enough to 
give all three points to Heart 
of Midlothian in the 
Edinburgh derby at 
Tynecastle 

But John O'Neil gave 
Hibernian a deserved share of 
the spoils when he drove a 
shot through a packed box 
with seconds remaining. 

Third-placed Livingston 
crashed at home to in-form 
Kilmarnock, with the win- 
ning goal coming after 35 
minutes when Oscar Rubio 
deflected a Peter Canero 
drive into his own net. 
Aberdeen failed to take | 
advantage as they once again 
went down away from home, 
this’ time losing to a Lee 
Bullen goal on 22 minutes at 


WORLD 
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_ ARGENTINE APERTURA 


Milton Cabrera, (right) of Coban Imperial, is fouled by Argentine 
Sebastian Bini, of Municipal during the final of the Apertura 
tournament. 


CLOSE RACE ENDS WITH RACING AS CHAMPS 


acing Club, saved from bankruptcy two years ago when the Argentine 
government declared the hugely popular club part of the national her- 
tage, won their first domestic title for 35 years last week. 

Racing, who have since become one of two clubs in the country to embrace a pri- 
vate administration, clinched the Apertura (opening) championship when they drew 
1-1 away to Velez Sarsfield. 

They finished one point ahead of River Plate, whose 6-1 win over Rosario Central 
— including a hat-trick from striker Martin Cardetti — was in vain, 

Around 30,000 Racing supporters, who have stood by their club throughout recent 
crisis, packed Velez’ Jose Amalfitani stadium. Another 40,000 watched the game on 
‘a giant screen at the Racing’s own ground in the industrial district of Avellaneda. In 
contrast, only around 15,000 watched River in their 65,000 capacity Monumental 
stadium. 

‘The two games were due to be played last weekend but were postponed follow- 
ing the riots which toppled President Fernando de la Rua last week and led to the 
deaths of 27 people. 

‘The rest of last weekend’s programme was postponed until next year, at a date still 
to be decided, due to security worries in the wake of the rioting. 

Racing, needing a pointfor the title, went ahead through a headed goal from-| 
defender Gabriel Loeschbor early in the second half. Mariano Chirumbolo equalised 
in the 7th minute, forcing Racing to survive a jittery finale in which Velez threat- 
ened to score the second goal which would have sent them to a play-off with River. 

River took an early lead through Cardetti but, with half as: eye on the Racing 
match, lost concentration and allowed Luciano de Bruno to equalise. 

Guillermo Pereyra came to River's rescue when he headed them back in front just 


before halftime. River cruised through the second half with two more goals from 


Cardetti and one each from Ariel Ortega and Damian Alvarez. The title completed a 
remarkable rise from the ashes for Racing, which has flirted with relegation for sev- 
eral seasons. 

The club missed the start to the championship in 1999 as its huge debts threatened 
it with collapse. But, after around 50,000 fans took part in a demonstration demand- 
ing the club be saved, the government stepped in and the team was allowed to carry 
on playing. 

‘The Argentine Football Association (AFA) then changed its rules which until then 
banned clubs from being run as private enterprises. Despite the problems and title 
droughts, the club remained one of the most popular and loyally supported in 
‘Argentina. 

Coach Reinaldo Merlo also enjoyed a huge change in fortunes. 

Initially brought in with the task of saving the club from relegation, Merlo has led 
them to the title in less than three years ago. Instead of calling for his head, as they 


Dunfermline. were earlier in his reign, fans are now demanding that a statue of him in be erected 
Motherwell against in front of the stadium. ISRAELI FIRST DIVISION 
Dundee was postponed due a 
frozen pitch and Celtic faced Hapoel Tel Aviv Hapoel Petah Tikva 1, Hapoel 
Dundee United in the late John Hartson: Opened scoring for Haifa 0 Maccabi Tel Aviv 0, Hapoel Tel Aviv 3 
Saturday game. Celtic in their rout of Dundee. River Plate 6 Rosario Central 1, Velez Sarsfield 1 Racing Club 1. Ashdod SC 1, Betar Jerusalem 2 Maccabi 
~ Haifa 3, Hapoel Petah Tikva 0 Maccabi Petah 
: ; = Weepe eb AS ets Tikva 1, Hapoel Beersheba 0 Ironi Rishon 
ine Athletic 1 Aberdeen 0, Hearts 3 ne SS oe 
0 Kilmarnock 1, Motherwell y Dundee fo B A i = Y 2 Lezion 1, Maccabi Netanya 0 Maccabi Kiryat 
ce ae 9 5 4 39 295. 2 catty 
8 7 a 24 16 30. 
Pts 8 6 620 90: PWDL 
58 jaf Bee 1. Hapoel Tel Aviv 15 10 3. 2 
8 te 2. Maccabi Tel AvivIS 9 5° 1 
37 cE os 6 25226 26 3. Maccabi Haifa 95 de 
33 Gimnasia-La Plata 7 5 6 8 3 26 4 Hapoel P.Tikva 156 5 4 
3 Argentinos Juniors. Tone 7 225262. 25: Eat teas 
= Newell's Old Boys (sD Seton Re Lenon elo od 
2 5 EE a Se) 6. Ashdod SC Bas 6) 
: . £ : : : a 2 o 7. Maccabi oeey 
2 ee 8. Hapoel Haifa ais 
a 308 7 Bb ss 4 9. Hapoel Sheva 5°20 8 
25 Bee Bese = A a 1S: 10. Maccabi Tikva Beats: 
ee G 11, Betar Jerusalem 15-2 5 8 
oe 12, Maccabi K. Gat 15 2 3. 10 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 31, 2001 25 


WORLD LEAGUE 
WELSH FIRST DIVISION 


Bangor City 1 Afan Lido 0, Barry Town 7 
Oswestry Town 1, Connah’s Quay 
Aberystwyth Town pp’d), Haverfordwest 1 
Rhy! 2, Llanelli 1 Flexsys Cefn Druids 1, Port 
Talbot 1 Caernarfon Town 4, Rhayader Town 
2 Carmarthen Town 4, TNS Llansantffraid 0 
Cwmbran Town 1. = 


* 


PW 
Liansantaffraid 17 
Connah's Quay 16 
Barry Town 16 
Bangor City 16 
Carmarthen Town 16 
Cwmbran Town = 14 
Caernarfon Town 17 
Rhyl 7 
Aberystwyth Town 13 
Afan Lido 15 
Caersws: 16 
Newtown 16 
Flexsys Cefn Druids!6 
Haverfordwest 
Llanelli 
Port Talbot 
Oswestry Town 
Rhayader Town 


IRISH FIRST DIVISION 


se 
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ss 


Bray Wanderers 1 University College Dublin, 
Galway United 0 Shamrock Rovers 2, 
Shelbourne 1 Bohemians 0, St Patricks 3 
Longford Town 2, Dundalk 3 Monaghan 
United 0, Cork City y Derry City. 


Pw 
Shelbourffe 22:13 
Shainrock Rovers 22 12 
Derry City 219 
Cork City 21 10 


University College 22 8 
Bohemians 


1 
Bray Wanderers 1 
Longford Town. 6 
Dundalk 3 
Galway United i. 
Monaghan United 22 1 
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KINGZ FC 
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NEWCASTLE UNITED 2 6 2 40 #7 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 5 5 3 40.9.4 
OLYMPIC SHARKS 3 Ge ee eee 
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ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 


(Brain 16, Tunbridge 19, 53) 


FOOTBALL KINGZ 0 


Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium. Crowd: 2,607. Referee: P. Green. 
Cautions: Goutzioulis (FX) 38, Vidmar (ACF) 74. 


Teams: ADELAIDE CITY FORCE: Cagalj, Fyfe, Kovacevic, Brain 
(Pantelis 64), Veart, Vidmar, Moreira, Tunbridge, Rees, Goulding 
(Pellegrino 83), Karlovic (Budin 83). 

FOOTBALL KINGZ: Theoklitos, Osman, Goutzioulis, Davis (Eeson 
69), Urlovic, Vlahos, Burton, Miyazawa, Van Steeden (Markovski 
46), Wylie (Banks 62), Jackson. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


(Buljan 9) 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 3 


(Castro 55, Mennillo 82, Reid 91+) 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium. Crowd: 3,826, Referee: A. Nardi. 
Cautions: Cervinski (WW) 2, Ceccoli (WW) 57, Durakovic (SM) 74, 
Bacak (SM) 74, Liparoti (SM) 79. 


Teams: SOUTH MELBOURNE: Petkovic, losifidis (Petrovic 71), 
DeAmicis, Durakovic, Liparoti, Panopoulos (Pace 89), Buljan, Ba 
(Lia 84), R. Sckulovski, Tolios, Murdocca. . 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Anastasiadis, Ceccoli, Cervinski, 
Castro, Reid, N, Sekulovski, Huxley, Blake, Anthopoulos, Mennillo, 
Sharland (Young 80). 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


(Cervinski 25, McDermott 37, Burgess 85) 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 5 


(Porter 14, 32 & 38, Vargas 60, De Jesus 82pen) 


Venue: North Sydney Oval. Crowd: 3,077. Referee: C Diomis. 
Cautions: Horvat (MK) 31, Griffiths (NS) 44,-Bell (NS) 66, John 
(MK) 76, Cartwright (NS) 77, Acevski (NS) 82. 


Teams: NORTHERN SPIRIT: Acevski, Watts, Bell, Spencer 
(Cartwright 68), Trejkovski (Burgess 68), Thomas, McDermott, 
Foster, Cervinski, Enes (Hutchinson 59), Griffiths. 

MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: John, Rajher (Marth 90), R Vargas, 
Ognenovski. Horvat, Vasilevski, Porter, Jolic, A Vargas, Tricario 
(Sulemani 11), De Jesus. 


OLYMPIC SHARKS 


(Pondeljak 5, Deans og, 26, Carle 89) 


PERTH GLORY 


(Despotouski 15) 


Venue: Toyota Park. Crowd: 5,831. Referee: M Breeze. 
Red Cards: Deans (PG) 54. 


Teams: OLYMPIC SHARK: Bolton, Kohler, Wilson, Pondeljak, 


Halpin, North, Harris (Demourtzidis 79), Carle (Caravella 95+), 
Packer, Durante (Moore 89), Juric. 
PERTH GLORY: Petkovic. Horsley, Harnwell (Tarka 92+), Deans, 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 


(Rech 28 & 32) 


MARCONI STALLIONS 0 


Venue: Ballymore, Crowd: 3,391. Referee: E Lennie. 
‘Cautions: Costanzo (MS) 22, Maisanc (64), 
Red Cards: McKain (BS) 68. 


Teams: BRISBANE STRIKERS: Kearton, Alagich, Stefanutio. 
McKain, McLaren, Grierson, Rech, Foster (Baird 68), Trajanovski, 
Carbone (Dreger $0), McQuilter (Heath 45)- 

MARCONI STALLIONS: Turnbull, Babic, Costanzo. Longo. 
Renaud, Last (Beauchamp 68), Gulessarian (Brosque 25). Maisano. 
Tome, Bozinovski, Webb (Care 68). 


Miller, Despotovski, Garcia (Edwards 75), Junior, Mori, Faria 
(Maloney 62), Pryce. 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 2 
(Griffiths 59, McBreen 86) 

SYDNEY UNITED 0 


Venue: Energy Australia Stad. Crowd: 9.136. Referee: S Micallef. 
Cautions: Savoca (SU) 9, Gene (SU) 86. 


Teams: NEWCASTLE UNITED: Beltrame. Roberts, Zoricich, 
Bingley, Dodd Johnson 87). Wilson. Griffiths, Tsekxenis, Baillie, Masi 
(McBreen 83), Middleby. 

SYDNEY UNITED: Knezevic, Savoca. Arrarte. Cunico. Marusic 
(Deur 35}. Milicic. Kopic (Menapi 66), Talevsld (Gene 81), Bilokapic, 
Stergiopoulos, Zelic. 


Mappy 
Wew Year 
From All Fhe 
Staff and 
Management at 
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Mich D’Avray: Perth Glory 
Manager. 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 
Name Club Total 
Mori Damian Perth Glory 
DESPOTOVSKI Bobby Perth Glory 
CARDOZO Pablo Northern Spirit 
FOSTER Paul Brisbane Strikers 
GRIFFITHS Joel Newcastle United 
MILICIC Ante Sydney United 
RECH Fernando Brisbane Strikers 
TUNBRIDGE Scott Adelaide City Force 
URLOVIC Paul Kingz FC 


FRIDAY JANUARY 4 2002 
W'gong Wolves vs Northern Spirit 
Kingz FC vs Olympic Sharks 

SATURDAY JANUARY 5 2002 
Perth Glory vs Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Stallions vs South Melbourne 
Melbourne Knights vs Parramatta Power 

SUNDAY JANUARY 6 2002 
Sydney United vs Adelaide City Force 
Newcastle United vs Bye 


eee ai 


